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(Ring the chime once)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE  
We were made in Creator God’s love.
Jesus came to teach us God’s love.
The Spirit of God abides with us,
fuelling our love.
In love, we light this candle, 
recalling how we all begin in love,
live in love, and and continue in love
— for God is love.
(the candle is lit)

INTROIT: VU #400 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (twice)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9s5Mw-e_Z8 

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace!


WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church. Today, we are meeting on land that, traditionally, has been cared for by Mattagami, Flying Post, and Matachewan First Nations, and Métis people, and is covered by Treaty #9. 
Grateful for the care of all who have come before us, we seek to be good stewards of the land, and good neighbours with all people.
You are welcome here.
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COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEERS: We are looking for coffee volunteers for December (Possibly Dec 13th after the pageant).




PRAYER SHAWL
Prayer Shawl is on Nov. 26th, 2026 from 1-3 pm.
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COMFORT SOUPS
For those in need or for a friend help yourself to frozen homemade soups in Kitchen freezer. No cost. 
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CONGREGATION CHRISTMAS TURKEY DINNER – Sunday, Dec 6th 2026 at 5:30pm. Includes appetizers and desserts. Everyone welcome. Tickets are available for purchase for $25.00. Deadline to purchase tickets is Sunday, Nov 29th, 2026.


CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - Nov 25th 2026 at 10am.
[image: ]COMMUNITY COFFEE – Covenant will be hosting Coffee/Tea and Muffins the last Tuesday of every month. Our next coffee will be Nov 24th, 2026, 10-11:30 am. All are welcome. Bring a friend, No charge.
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CHRISTMAS COFFEE & CAROLS – Drop-in Dec 8th, 2026 from 1-2:30pm. Refreshments and goodies, Christmas music, bring a friend to enjoy! 

[image: ]
The office is open Wednesday Nov. 18th from 8:45-3:30pm.
[image: ]
Finances – Heather Laverdiere & Susan Boisvert
January 1, 2026 to October 31, 2026
· General Fund:   Revenue $ 88,681.74
         		  Expenses $ 85,435.21
  From Investment   $ 0
· Building Funds: Revenue $ 6,147.68
   Expenses $ 5,542.64
· M&S:		  Revenue $ 5,125.00

Account balances are now: General Fund: $ 31,120   Building Fund $  10,678   Outreach $ 97
Investments $122,490.62 (as of September 30, 2026)

(ring the chime)

WORD FOR ALL AGES – WORSHIP
CHILDREN’S HYMN – TLUS #8 Way Maker 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29IxnsqOkmQ 

1. You are here moving in our midst,
I worship you. I worship you.
You are here working in this place.
I worship you. I worship you.

2. You are here moving in our midst,
I worship you. I worship you.
You are here working in this place.
I worship you. I worship you.

Way Maker, Miracle Worker
Promise Keeper, Light in the Darkness
My God, that is who you are.
Way Maker, Miracle Worker
Promise Keeper, Light in the Darkness
My God, that is who you are.

3. You are here touching every heart
I worship you. I worship you.
You are here healing every heart
I worship you. I worship you.

4. You are here turning lives around
I worship you. I worship you.
You are here mending every heart
I worship you. I worship you.

Way Maker, Miracle Worker
Promise Keeper, Light in the Darkness
My God, that is who you are.
Way Maker, Miracle Worker
Promise Keeper, Light in the Darkness
My God, that is who you are.




CALL TO WORSHIP

PRAYER OF APPROACH - for Matthew 25:1–13
We come before you, Holy One, seeking and yearning. 
We seek your presence in a new way, 
even as we remember that you are always with us. 
We come yearning for an understanding that is new and exciting, 
even as we remember that our faith is enough. 
We pray this day that you might reveal yourself to us in a way that awakens us, rekindling our faith and preparing us for whatever comes.

We await your revelation to us, Loving God. 
We prepare ourselves in hope and wait expectantly to serve, but we worry that we are not ready to receive your call. We struggle to stay awake just as we strive to be fully prepared for all you ask of us. Forgive our lethargy and energize us to new ways of serving you. Fill us with your love that we will reveal your light and life to our world. Amen.


CENTERING

MINUTE FOR MISSION – Living Language





SCRIPTURE READINGS
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

RESPONSE: May God bless to our learning and understanding
these words from the scriptures.

HYMN – VU #595 We are Pilgrims
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbnFjAdF1i8 

1. We are pilgrims on a journey, 
fellow travellers on the road;
We are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load.

2. Sister, let me be your servant, 
let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace 
to let you be my servant too.

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear.

4. I will weep when you are weeping, 
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow, 
till we’ve seen this journey through.


5. When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony,
Born of all we’ve known together 
of Christ’s love and agony.

6. Brother, let me be your servant, 
let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too.”

REFLECTION

HYMN – MV #113 Fish with Me
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Scg2lfBLNg 

1. Jesus saw them fishing by the shore of Galilee,
Casting out their nets into the sea.
Simon Peter, Andrew and the sons of Zebedee,
Waiting in their boats so patiently.

Refrain: And Jesus said, “Oh, come and follow me.
Oh, leave behind your nets. I call you.
Oh, come and fish with me,
And your life will never be the same again.”

2. A rich young person came to Jesus looking for advice.
“How can I obtain eternal life?”
Jesus told him, “Honor the commandments of the Lord.
Then sell off all your riches for the poor.”		R.

3. “If you want to follow me, deny your very self.
Take up your cross and walk the walk with me.
This might seem a hardship, an impossibility,
But nothing is impossible with God.”			R.







OFFERING: In gratitude and humble trust, we bring our gifts to share
· Our time, our talents, and our tangible resources.
As our offerings come forward, let us sing our offering song:



DOXOLOGY – Voices United #541 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures high and low;
Give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 



PRAYERS OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING:

We offer these gifts today with a prayer for peace, 
especially in the lives of the world’s children.
Bring them the peace of a secure and loving home, 
where their needs can be met 
and their dreams can become reality. Amen.






PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Voices United #510 We Have This Ministry 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dou4Rdr5fIE 

We have this ministry and we are not discouraged;
it is by God’s own power that we may live and serve.
Openly we share God’s word, speaking truth as we believe,
praying that the shadowed world may healing light receive.
We have this ministry, O God, receive our living.

O Christ, the tree of life, our end and our beginning,
we grow to fullest flower when rooted in your love.
Brothers, sisters, clergy, lay, called to service by your grace,
different cultures, different gifts, the young and old a place. 
We have this ministry, O God, receive our giving.

The yoke of Christ is ours, the whole world is our parish;
we daily take the cross, the burden and the joy.
Bearing hurts of those we serve, wounded, bruised and bowed with pain,
Holy Spirit, bread and wine, we die and rise again.
We have this ministry, O God, receive our loving.

MINISTRY MOMENT – Ad Hoc Committee new mandate moving forward.

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING - from Liturgies from Below


EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE
SENDING SONG: Voices United #298 When You Walk from Here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qvd2PUoEj9g 

When you walk from here, 
When you walk from here, 
Walk with justice, walk with mercy, 
And with God’s humble care. 

Resources used in this service come from gatheringworship.ca, Liturgies from Below,
Call to Worship: Wetaskiwin Writers, Grace Lutheran Church and First U.C., Wetaskiwin, Alta.
Prayer of Approach: Heather McClure, Wesley U.C., Montreal, Que.
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