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           Covenant
The United Church of Canada
a safe place for all people to worship
Ministers: All the People
Presiding: Rev. Laura Hutchison


[bookmark: _Hlk153967075][bookmark: _Hlk153967965][bookmark: _Hlk207797787]Sunday, October 25th, 2026
(Ring the chime once)


LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE – We light this light, in gratitude for Jesus, the Light of the World.
(the Christ Candle is lit)

GATHERING HYMN – Voices United #87, (verses 2,3,4)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVw64kKFrQA 

Refrain: “I am the light of the world!  
You people come and follow me!”  
If you follow and love you’ll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 

2. To find the lost and lonely one, 
to heal the broken soul with love, 
to feed the hungry children 
with warmth and good food, 
to feel the earth below, the sky above!…	R.
3. To free the prisoner from all chains, 
to make the powerful care, 
to rebuild the nations with strength of good will, 
to see God’s children everywhere!…			R. 

4. To bring hope to every task you do, 
to dance at a baby’s new birth,
to make music in an old person’s heart, 
and sing to the colours of the earth!…		R.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church. Today, we are meeting on land that, traditionally, has been cared for by Mattagami, Flying Post, and Matachewan First Nations, and Métis people, and is covered by Treaty #9. 
Grateful for the care of all who have come before us, we seek to be good stewards of the land, and good neighbours with all people.
You are welcome here.

[image: ]
COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEERS: If you are willing to help out for this fellowship opportunity, please contact Heather.
[image: ]
SOCKTOBER-We will be collecting sock donations for the Kinettes this October.



COMMUNITY COFFEE
Covenant will be hosting Coffee/Tea and Muffins the last Tuesday of every month. Our next coffee will be Oct 27th 10-11:30 am. All are welcome. Bring a friend, No charge.




PRAYER SHAWL
Prayer Shawl is on Oct. 29th, 2026 from 1-3 pm.




TIMMINS FOOD BANK- The food bank is asking for donations of cookies, crackers, canned fruit, canned meat, and cereal. Pick up an extra, for donation, while shopping this week. Food will be collected on the cart in the foyer until Nov 1st. Thank you!


[image: ]

COMFORT SOUPS
For those in need or for a friend help yourself to frozen homemade soups in Kitchen freezer. No cost. 

[image: ]
CHILI AND BEANS LUNCHEON- will be held on Wednesday, Nov 4th 2026 from 11:30am-1:00pm. Cost is $10. Take out is available! Call the office at 705-264-5518. We are also looking for Volunteers to help make Chilli, beans, or desserts. Please contact Joy to volunteer.


Our fundraiser for the church sign has to date raised $1700.00 of the $2300.00 needed. I cannot thank those enough who have donated to date. Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 🙏

[image: ]
The office is open Wednesday Oct. 28th from 9:30am-4:00pm.
(ring the chime)

WORD FOR ALL AGES – Reform and Transform

CHILDREN’S HYMN - Voices United #262 A Mighty Fortress (verses 1,2) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFReow9eWGI 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper sure amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing;
For still our ancient foe doth see to work us woe;
With power and malice great,
And armed with cruel hate, on earth he has no equal.


Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
Were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is he; Lord Sabaoth his name,
From age to age the same, and he must win the battle.


PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
for ever and ever.
Amen.







CALL TO WORSHIP-
 
The Spirit of God is in you.
And also in you.
In the Spirit, let us worship together.
Let us praise and magnify all that is God—
all that is beautiful, all that is love,
right here, right now, in us and all around us.


PRAYER OF APPROACH

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Living God, always on the move, always creating and re-creating, always doing a new thing. 
We confess, O Lord, that our lives can become static, 
paralyzed by doubt and fear.  
We doubt your promises of abundant, everlasting life 
and so we live in dread of our neighbours,  our friends, and our enemies. 
Our souls remain still. We do not love as you love. Nor do we live as you would have us live, with courage, generosity or the boldness of the gospel. 
So in the silence of our hearts,  we offer up to you those things we have done and those we have left undone. 
(pause in silence for personal prayer)
Forgive us, O God. 
Renew us by your Spirit, and reform us with your compassion, 
remaking us more fully in to the image of Christ. Amen.



CENTERING

MINUTE FOR MISSION- Campus connections

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Romans 3:19–28 – Good News Translation
John 8:31–36 – Good News Translation

HYMN – Voices United #356 Seek Ye First
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_o5_AhFExeE 

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and God’s righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, hallelujah

2. Ask and it shall be given unto you;
seek and you shall find;
knock and the door shall be opened unto you.
Hallelu, hallelujah

3. We do not live by bread alone,
but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of God.
Hallelu, hallelujah
REFLECTION
Toward 2035 and Beyond!
[image: ]

HYMN – More Voices #28 God of the Bible
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1ZU0RFc7Hc 

1. God of the Bible, God in the Gospel,
hope seen in Jesus, hope yet to come,
you are our centre, daylight or darkness,
freedom or prison, you are our home.

Refrain: (repeat 2 times)
Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,
God always faithful, you do not change.


2. God in our struggles, God in our hunger,
suffering with us, taking our part,
still you empow’r us, mothering Spirit,
feeding, sustaining, from your own heart.		R

3. Those without status, those who are nothing,
you have made royal, gifted with rights,
chosen as partners, midwives of justice,
birthing new systems, lighting new lights.		R.

4. Not by your finger, not by your anger
will our world order change in a day,
but by your people, fearless and faithful,
small paper lanterns, lighting the way.		R.

5. Hope we must carry, shining and certain
through all our turmoil, terror and loss,
bonding us gladly one to the other,
till our world changes facing the Cross.		R.

OFFERING INVITATION – 
Let us give of our hearts, ourselves, and our lives. The offering will be received.


DOXOLOGY – Voices United #541 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures high and low;
Give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

Generous God, we bring these offerings this day, and also the offerings given by PAR* and the work of our hands and hearts. 
We dedicate the cups of coffee shared, the jars of peanut butter donated, the listening hearts, the drives to appointments, and the other kindnesses we lovingly share in other ways. We ask that you multiply our efforts so that the world can be more the way you created it to be. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

HYMN – The People’s Choice

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE

SENDING SONG – – Voices United #420 Go to the World (verses 2,4)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDzxAZQW5Qg 
2. Go to the world! Go into every place.
Go live the Word of God’s redeeming grace.
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

4. Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,
For I am with you ’til the age shall end,
When all the hosts of glory cry ‘Amen!’
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!”

RESOURCES used in this service are available on request.
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