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The United Church of Canada
a safe place for all people to worship
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Sunday, September 6, 2026 
Season of Creation 1



(Ring the chime once)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

We light this candle to remember that God is present in all things. As surely as the smallest of lights transforms the deepest shadows of any room, 
God is here, 
with us, 
always.




WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to Covenant United Church. This sanctuary where we are meeting is built on land that, traditionally, has been cared for by First Nations including Mattagami, Flying Post, and Mattachawan, and Métis, and is covered by Treaty #9. 
Grateful for the care of all who have come before us, we seek to be good stewards of the land, and good neighbours with all people.
Everyone is welcome here.
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Sunday, September 13th is our annual welcome back service with communion and a luncheon.  Hope to see you there!




There will be a council meeting on Sept. 16th 2026 and an ADHOC meeting on Sept. 23rd 2026.
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The office is open Wednesdays 9:00am-3:30pm for the month of September.
(ring the chime)


GATHERING HYMN – VU #401 Worship the Lord
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUoEiAQ6obw 

R. – Worship the Lord (worship the Lord)
Worship Creator, the Spirit, the Son,
Raising our hands (raising our hands)
In devotion to God who is one!

1. Raising our hands as a sign of rejoicing,
And with our lips our togetherness voicing,
Giving ourselves to a life of creativeness,
Worship and work must be one!				R.

2. Praying and training that we be a blessing,
And by our handiwork daily confessing:
We are committed to serving humanity,
Worship and work must be one!				R.

3. Called to be partners with God in creation,
Honouring Christ as the Lord of the nation,
We must be ready for risk and for sacrifice,
Worship and work must be one!				R.




CALL TO WORSHIP - from Psalm 148, Voice Translation

Praise the Eternal One!
Who will praise God from the heavens?
We are the sun, the moon and all the stars; we will praise God!
We are the clouds, the thunder, the rain.  We will praise the Eternal One!

Who will praise God from the earth?
We are the beasts of the sea and land.  We will praise God!
We are the seeds that grow in the fields, the trees that cover the mountains.  
We will praise the Eternal One!

Who will praise the Creator of all Life?
Young and old, rich and poor.  We will remain faithful and praise the Eternal One! Together we will worship and serve the Creator of Life!


PRAYER OF APPROACH

Creator, Teacher, Father/Mother/Sister/Brother – Alpha and Omega – dwelling in us and yet, beyond description – words are not enough:





fill our very being with your word and Spirit today as we worship. Open us to experience your totality through Creation, so our spirits will be lifted up by all that surrounds us. On this seventh day, may we find rest and refreshment in our celebration of your presence and in the wonder of Creation. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God whispers to us in the rain and the wind,
but we feel only storm and fury, notice only gloom and shadows around us.

God speaks to us from the pages of the newspaper,
yet we read only words of despair and of tragedy, finding only pictures of destruction and of conflict.

God tugs within our hearts with words of invitation,
while we seem only to feel the weariness in our bones, the heaviness in our limbs, the lethargy of our will.

God commands,
and we turn away.

Yet you keep insisting, prodding, beckoning, O God.
We turn within to find our fear of the unknown, terror at changing
how we’ve always done things, worry that we’re not made of the right stuff.



Still God, in Jesus, says, “Follow me.”
We offer, then, our inner failings, the ways
we have ignored your calling, O God, trusting your invitation is still ours to become.

(a time of silent prayer)


WORDS OF ASSURANCE

God whispers to us in the rain and the wind,
so that now, forgiven and transformed, we discover the promise of life and of growth.

God speaks to us from the pages of the newspaper,
so that disturbed and motivated by what we notice,
we reach out in self-giving to change the world,
to foster right relations even with strangers a world away.

God tugs within our hearts with words of invitation,
so that in joy we respond with discipleship,
finding a divine companion in the Spirit,
rejoicing in our new-found freedom to journey in faith.

God commands,
so that in Jesus we find our road map,
following the resurrection promise into new life.



CENTERING

MINUTE FOR MISSION
[image: ] 

At Camp Kee-Mo-Kee in Komoka, ON, our Mission and Service gifts help to strengthen something at the heart of every summer camp experience: the people who make camp possible. By supporting an experienced senior staff role, our gifts help equip emerging leaders, support campers, and strengthen the entire camp community. 

Many of Camp Kee-Mo-Kee’s senior summer staff are still growing into leadership. They are capable and committed, but leadership takes experience, and that experience grows through mentorship and support. This summer, our gifts through Mission and Service helped fill the gap by funding a senior staff position dedicated to supporting the summer team.  

The person who stepped into the role brought years of experience as a former Camp Director, along with strong relationships throughout the Camp Kee-Mo-Kee community. Her role was intentionally flexible. She mentored and coached newer senior staff, provided hands-on training, and stepped in wherever she was needed. 

Whether that meant covering a staff break, helping in the kitchen so another staff member could remain focused on camper care, or supporting a camper through a difficult moment she was ready to step in. Her presence created a steady source of encouragement, experience, and connection across camp. 
“I’ve been able to support all over camp and take on the other small or behind-the-scenes tasks to support staff success, which then carries on to support camper success,” she shared. “Being able to be out and around, building connections across camp, and always on the move to jump in where needed has made for a tremendous summer experience.” 

The impact reached beyond funding that single position. Senior staff had an experienced mentor to turn to, which strengthened staff preparedness and helped build a stronger leadership team. The campers benefited from having confident, supported leaders who could be fully present for them. 

This is the ripple effect of our Mission and Service gifts. When we invest in people, that investment reaches entire communities. 

At Camp Kee-Mo-Kee, this has not only supported staff and campers for one summer. It’s created a model of mentorship that can continue developing strong camp leaders for years to come. 

Our gifts through Mission and Service help strengthen communities by creating places where children and youth can belong, grow, build meaningful relationships, and experience God’s love. Let’s give generously so camps like Camp Kee-Mo-Kee can continue nurturing leaders, supporting campers, and creating meaningful experiences for generations to come. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS
Psalm 149 – Responsive Reading - VUp.873 (with refrain)
Refrain #1 – Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Sing to God a new song,
	Give praise in the assembly of the faithful!
Let Israel rejoice in its maker,
	Let the children of Zion exult in their Sovereign!
Let them praise God’s name with dancing,
	Let them sing God’s praise with tambourines and harps!								R.

For you, oh God, take delight in your people,
	You crown the humble with victory.
Let the faithful exult in their glory,
	Let them sing for joy as they feast!			R.

Let God’s praise be on their lips,
	The two edged sword in their hands.
To bring the nations to justice,
	And call to account the peoples,
To bind their rulers with fetters,
	Their great ones with bonds of iron,
To execute on them the sentence decreed.			
	This is the glory of all God’s saints.			R.

Romans 13:8-14  NRSV(Updated Edition)

RESPONSE: 
This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:15-20 The Message

RESPONSE: Let us respond together saying:
May God bless to our learning and understanding
These words from the scriptures.




HYMN – VU #245 Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIV_kEAGbmg 

1. Praise the Lord with the sound of trumpet,
praise the Lord with the harp and lute,
praise the Lord with the gentle-sounding flute.
Praise the Lord in the field and forest,
praise the Lord in the city square,
praise the Lord anytime and anywhere.
Praise the Lord in the wind and sunshine,
praise the Lord in the dark of night,
praise the Lord in the rain or
snow or in the morning light.
Praise the Lord in the deepest valley,
praise the Lord on the highest hill,
praise the Lord, never let your voice be still.







2. Praise the Lord with the crashing cymbal,
praise the Lord with the pipe and string,
praise the Lord with the joyful songs you sing.
Praise the Lord on a weekday morning,
praise the Lord on a Sunday noon,
praise the Lord by the light of sun or moon.
Praise the Lord in the time of sorrow,
praise the Lord in the time of joy,
praise the Lord every moment,
nothing let your praise destroy.
Praise the Lord in the peace and quiet,
praise the Lord in your work or play,
praise the Lord everywhere in every way!


REFLECTION



HYMN – MV #178 Who is My Mother
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPkIoosYEqk 

Who is my mother,
who is my brother?
all those who gather round Jesus Christ:
Spirit-blown people
born from the Gospel
sit at the table, round Jesus Christ.

Differently abled,
differently labeled,
widen the circle round Jesus Christ,
crutches and stigmas,
culture’s enigmas,
all come together round Jesus Christ.

Love will relate us—
color or status
can’t segregate us, round Jesus Christ:
family failings,
human derailings—
all are accepted, round Jesus Christ.

Bound by one vision,
met for one mission
we claim each other, round Jesus Christ:
here is my mother,
here is my brother,
kindred in Spirit, through Jesus Christ.


INVITATION TO THE OFFERING



DOXOLOGY – VU #537 Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tQVi_-CkMY 

Your work, O God, needs many hands 
to help you everywhere, 
and some there are who cannot serve 
unless our gifts we share.

Because we love you and your work, 
our offering now we make:  
be pleased to use it as your own, 
we ask for Jesus’ sake.



PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

Gracious God, we have given in response to the bounty of goodness you have given us. May you receive what we offer—our time, our talents, and our money. Bless these gifts for the work of your church, near and far. Amen.






PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

VU #402 We are One
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVNUxDWT3vI 

1. We are one as we come, as we come, joyful to be here,
in the praise on our lips there's a sense that God is near.
We are one as we sing, as we seek, we are found;
and we come needful of God's grace as we meet, together in this place.

2. We are one as we share, as we share brokenness and fear,
in the touch of a hand there's a sense that God is here.
We are one as we care, as we heal, we are healed;
and we share warmth in God's embrace as we pray together in this place.

3. We are one as we feast, as we feast, peace becomes the sign;
in the bread and the wine there's a sense of love divine.
We are one as we come, as we feed, we are fed;
and we feel God's refreshing grace as we meet at table in this place.




4. We are one as we hear, as we hear, heart and hand unite;
in the word we receive there's a sense that God is light.
are one as we leave, as we love, we are loved;
and we seek justice in God's ways as we move together from this place.

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE

SENDING SONG – VU #512 Lord, You Give the Great Commission (verses 1,5)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlnjZTn1IY8 

Lord, you give the great commission: 
"Heal the sick and preach the word." 
Lest the church neglect its mission 
and the gospel go unheard, 
help us witness to your purpose 
with renewed integrity:
With the Spirit's gifts empower 
us for the work of ministry.

Lord, you bless with words assuring: 
"I am with you to the end." 
Faith and hope and love restoring, 
may we serve as you intend, 
and, amid the cares that claim us,
hold in mind eternity:
With the Spirit's gifts empower 
us for the work of ministry.
Resources adapted for and used in this service will be provided on request.


 

Covenant United Church
230 Eighth Ave
Timmins, ON
(705) 264-5518
covenanttimmins@ntl.sympatico.ca
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