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Season of Creation 2
With a Celebration of Communion
and
Welcome Back Sunday!
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(Ring the chime once)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

We light this candle recalling the wisdom of God. God gives us wisdom in plants and animals as well as in taught knowledge and experienced knowledge. God invites us to question, to ponder, to learn, to test, to be full of wisdom. We welcome the wisdom of God revealed in all of Creation.





WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

[bookmark: _Hlk239839895]Good morning, church family, and welcome back! It is so wonderful to see your faces in God's house today. Whether you have been away for the summer, traveling, or just missed a week or two, we are overjoyed to be gathered together in worship once again. 

Each one of you contributes to our community life. So, let’s take a moment to turn to those around us, greet one another with a warm smile, and extend a hand in friendship.
 
After our service and communion this morning we will be sharing in our Annual Welcome Back Luncheon.  It’s more than just sharing a cup of coffee and a hot dog; it’s about sharing moments, stories, and the simple joys that make our community thrive.

May the conversations be rich, the laughter be contagious, and the bonds we forge today deepen with every shared moment. Let the warmth of fellowship envelop us, and may this time together be a beautiful reflection of the love that defines our Covenant United Church family. Enjoy the fellowship, everyone! 
And now let's prepare our hearts to worship together!"




There will be a council meeting on Sept. 16th 2026 and an ADHOC meeting on Sept. 23rd 2026.
[image: ]
The office is open Wednesdays 9:00am-3:30pm for the month of September.
(ring the chime)


GATHERING HYMN – VU #198 Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKBknyxNkyQ 

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us,
come with Pentecostal power;
give the church a stronger vision,
help us face each crucial hour.
Built upon a firm foundation,
Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone,
still the church is called to mission
that God's love shall be made known.

We would raise our alleluias
for the grace of yester years;
for tomorrow's unknown pathway,
hear, O God, our humble prayers.
In the church's pilgrim journey
you have led us all the way,
still in presence move before us,
fire by night and cloud by day.

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us,
give us words of fire and flame.
Help our struggling voices praise you.
glorify your holy name.
Good Creator, Savior, Spirit,
Three in One: what mystery!
We would sing our loud hosannas
now and through eternity.



CALL TO WORSHIP 

The earth is God’s and all that is in it.
Holy Love is the sea we swim in.
Green pastures give us safety and life.
Justice and peace are our calling.
The saints of every age and every type of creature surround us.
Let us open ourselves to the Creator Spirit.













PRAYER OF APPROACH

For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven.
Journey with us, O God, in this season of Creation.

Give us strength and courage 
to engage the gifts 
with which we have been blessed.
Gather us gladly 
around your living word, 
that we may taste and discover 
the grace eternal.
In the name of Christ, 
who is living bread, we pray. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

We come this morning seeking forgiveness for things done and things not done, for words said and words not said. For anxious thoughts and foolish worries, we need your grace, O God.
Lord, teach us to pray.

We come this morning seeking direction for our personal relationships, for the decisions we make at work and home, and for our community life and our political leaders. We need your wisdom.
Lord, teach us to pray.


We come this morning seeking to become the people you would have us be in all that we express and do. We come to give you honour and glory, thanks and praise for all the possibilities you offer.
Lord, teach us to pray.

Praise and thanksgiving be to you, O God of all.
You have gifted humanity with abundant resources and endless possibilities. Forgive us when we fail to make the most of all you have given, when the bounty is wasted and the creatures of this wondrous planet are abused. Nudge us when we don’t even notice our sinfulness, our brokenness.

Praise and thanksgiving be to you, O God of all. Your love is steadfast and your mercy is everlasting, so we turn to you with joy in our hearts and a song on our lips to worship you. Amen.

All Sing:  VU 400 “Lord, listen to your children praying”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9s5Mw-e_Z8 

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us power, send us grace!


CENTERING




MINUTE FOR MISSION – FOOD4FUN
[image: ]

PA Days can be difficult for working parents who are looking for affordable, safe, and engaging activities for their children. For families of children on the autism spectrum, finding programs that are welcoming with appropriate support can be an even greater challenge. 

Westminster United Church saw the need, and responded by offering FOOD4FUN, a series of gardening and cooking camps for children ages four to twelve. The program gave children a place to spend their PA Days while learning about food, gardening, and community. 

FOOD4FUN brought children into Westminster’s garden, where they could experience food growing at its source. They planted, harvested, explored the garden, and took part in mindful walks. In the kitchen, they prepared food, learned new skills, and shared meals together. Lunch and snacks were provided, and sometimes food was sent home with campers. 

The program welcomed children with a wide range of interests, abilities, and needs. Volunteers provided additional support as required, helping create a barrier-free environment where everyone could participate. Some children who didn’t regularly spend time outdoors became especially enthusiastic about the garden. 

Impact could be seen in things campers said. When a camper, referred to as “M,” returned for a second camping session, their first question was: “When are we going outside? I need to visit my special tree.” Other campers were already asking when the next PA Day camp would be held. Campers “S” and “B” were eager to know if they would be growing potatoes again and if they could help with the harvest. 

These experiences build more than gardening and cooking skills. Children develop confidence in the kitchen, become more comfortable in groups, build relationships with other campers, and develop a healthy relationship with food. They also have opportunities to build a lasting connection with the land. 

FOOD4FUN has also helped Westminster learn more about what is needed to provide accessible and welcoming programming. The congregation is exploring relationships with autism services in Orangeville and is developing plans for a weeklong summer camp for food-insecure families in 2027. 

Our gifts through Mission and Service make this work possible. Our support helps congregations respond to needs in their communities and create opportunities for people, especially children, to learn, connect, and thrive. 

Let’s give generously so children can continue discovering confidence, skills, and connections that grow.  
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Romans 14:1-12 NRSV(UE) – Do Not Judge Another

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Matthew 18:21-35 – Good News Translation

May God bless to our learning and understanding
These words from the scriptures.


HYMN – MV #28 God of the Bible (verses 1,2,5)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=icmptiE4lsU 

God of the Bible, God in the Gospel,
Hope seen in Jesus, hope yet to come,
You are our centre, daylight or darkness, 
freedom or prison, you are our home.
Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,
God always faithful, you do not change.
Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,
God always faithful, you do not change.”

God in our struggles, God in our hunger,
Suffering with us, taking our part,
Still you empower us, mothering Spirit, 
feeding, sustaining, from your own heart.
Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,
God always faithful, you do not change.
Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,
God always faithful, you do not change.”

Hope we must carry, shining and certain 
through all our turmoil, terror and loss,
Bonding us gladly one to the other, 
till our world changes facing the Cross.
Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,
God always faithful, you do not change.
Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,
God always faithful, you do not change.”


REFLECTION
[image: ]

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION




INVITATION TO THE OFFERING


DOXOLOGY – VU #537 Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tQVi_-CkMY 

Your work, O God, needs many hands 
to help you everywhere, 
and some there are who cannot serve 
unless our gifts we share.

Because we love you and your work, 
our offering now we make:  
be pleased to use it as your own, 
we ask for Jesus’ sake.



PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

Gracious God, we have given in response to the bounty of goodness you have given us. May you receive what we offer—our time, our talents, and our money. Bless these gifts for the work of your church, near and far. Amen.







COMMUNION HYMN – VU #469 We Gather Here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=859FLVIbwq4 

1. We gather here in Jesus' name
His love is burning in our hearts like living flame
For through the loving Son, God fashions us as one
Come take the bread, come drink the wine,
Come share the Lord

No-one is a stranger here
Everyone belongs
Finding our forgiveness here,
We in turn forgive all wrongs.

2. He joins us here He breaks the bread
The One who pours the cup is risen from the dead
The One we love the most is now our gracious host
Come take the , come drink the wine,
Come share the Lord

We are now a family
Of which Christ is the head
Though unseen he meets us here
In the breaking of the bread.

3. We'll gather soon where angels sing
We'll see the glory of our Lord and coming King
Now we anticipate the feast for which we wait
Come take the bread, come drink the wine,
Come share the Lord


COMMUNION LITURGY – 
Invitation: 

Let us come, singing:
HYMN: MV 196 “We will take what you offer”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oInB7yubJKU

We will take what you offer,
we will live by your word;
we will love one another
and be fed by you, God  (repeat)

The Great Thanksgiving
God is with you.
God is with you.
Lift up your hearts.
Lift up your hearts.
Give thanks to God!
Give thanks to God!
God, you dreamed a wonderful dream—
…You looked at it all and said,
This is good!

It was good. It is good.
But, sometimes,...
Sometimes we listened.
Sometimes we ignored them.
Sometimes we pushed them away.
Sometimes we still do.


But, when the time was right,
…help us
to be your hands in the world,
sharing your love everywhere.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – We pray for... 
(personal and community prayers)

With all of the angels and saints,
with all of our grandparents and wise ones, past and present,
we celebrate Christ’s presence with all creation:

SING: VU p. 932 “Sanctus and Benedictus”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DX-ahuKuszw

Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might; 
heaven and earth are filled with your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is the one who comes in your name.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest!

God of all,
we celebrate Jesus’ birth,
we remember his teaching,
we commemorate his death and resurrection,
and we wait, with hope,
for Christ’s coming again—
alive in our lives,
now and forevermore!


We ask that you might fill
this bread, this cup, and all people, everywhere,
with your Spirit.
… saying,
“This is my promise—my covenant for now and forever—in my life-blood.
You are forgiven. All are forgiven!
Each time you drink like this, remember me.”
So we eat.
So we drink.
So we remember.

Let us sing the prayer that Jesus gave to all of his disciples:
SING: VU 960 “Our Father…”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvSKS8QgLqw 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all power and glory are yours,
now and forever, Holy God!
And the people said,
Amen.

In silence:
Bread is broken and the cup is filled.

Come, for all things are ready.


PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:

Let us pray:
Thank you, God,
for inviting us to your table.
Thank you, for sharing Jesus—
back then and right now.
As you strengthen our faith,
help us to be your love
in the world. Amen!









HYMN: VU #232 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkXjCoUOWyA 

1. Joyful, joyful we adore you 
God of glory, life and love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before you, 
opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
drive the gloom of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day.

2. All your works with joy surround you,
Earth and heaven reflect your rays,
Stars and angels sing around you,
Centre of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain,
Sound their praise eternally.

3. You are giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living, 
ocean depth of happy rest!
Source of grace and fount of blessing, 
let your light upon us shine;
Teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine.

4. Mortals join the mighty chorus, 
which the morning stars began;
God’s own love is reigning o’er us, 
joining people hand in hand.
Ever singing march we onward, 
victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward
in the triumph song of life.

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE

SENDING SONG – More Voices #218 May the Love of the Lord
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWi8rt3P6A0 

May the love of the Lord rest upon your soul.
May God's love dwell in you, throughout every day.
May God's countenance shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May God's Spirit be upon you as you leave this place.

Resources used in this service are available on request

 Covenant United Church
230 Eighth Ave
Timmins, ON
(705) 264-5518
covenanttimmins@ntl.sympatico.ca
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