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Sunday, July 5th, 2026 
6th After Pentecost


(ring the chime once) 


WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church! We gather here in all of our diversity to pray and praise, to sing and share stories, and grow in community so that we may be effective in the ministries where we are called and sent in the name of Jesus, our guide and our friend.
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Fundraising Continues for the replacement tree at Gillies Lake - Total amount fundraised to date is $150.50
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Communion will take place on Sunday July 19th 2026
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The Strawberry Social is Cancelled for July.                                                
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Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30am – 4:00pm, except there will be no office hours on July 29th as Crystal is away. She will be in the office instead on Saturday July 25th 2026 from 9:30-4:00pm.
(ring the chime)

TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality. We are gathered on the traditional territory of the Treaty 9 people and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.



LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
(begin by lighting the candle)

Praise be to God who spoke light into the world
Who sends light to live among us
Who brings the light of new dawns
Amen


CALL TO WORSHIP

In joy and gladness enter the presence of the Sovereign One who rules and reigns over all creation
Worship the Holy One!
The voice of the Holy One is powerful and gracious, 
loving and challenging, compassionate and Convicting.





In joy and gladness, receive the fresh wind of the Spirit 
who ignites our hearts and connects us to one another. 
Worship the Holy Spirit!
The voice of the Holy Spirit gives wisdom, discernment, comfort and confirmation.
 
In joy and gladness follow the path and the Embodied One 
Worship God with us!
The voice of God with us models for us what to say and how to live.
Praise God!


HYMN #330 VU- Jesus Shall Reign 
1. Jesus shall reign where e'er the sun
does its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.
2. People and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song,
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his name.
3. Blessings abound wheree'er he reigns:
and prisoners leap to lose their chains;
the weary find eternal rest,
and all who suffer want are blest.
4. Let every creature rise and bring
peculiar honours to our King,
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud Amen!
OPENING PRAYER

O God our help in ages past
Home for today and our hope for the future
Be with us now as we gather for worship this day.
Support our voices as we sing songs that celebrate your presence with us 
We praise you for the richness of your blessings and the love you have shown us in Jesus
May our lives reflect your glory. 
Amen





PRAYER OF CONFESSION– for Romans 6:12–23

Too often God, we allow our hungers to consume us 
Instead of looking to you to satisfy them
We confuse hunger for meaning, with hunger for food, filling our Stomachs with food instead of filling our souls with your word, 
Leaving us even more starved.
We confuse hunger for service, with looking after our own wants, leaving us impoverished while self-satisfied. 
Forgive us God and send us on your path,
Where our hungers can be named, addressed, and fulfilled.
Amen.

Moment for silent confession

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

When we honestly name our hungers before God
God hears us and accepts us
Through Jesus God offers us forgiveness and offers 
The opportunity to begin anew.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN #352 VU- I danced in the morning 
(Time for the young at Heart)

I danced in the morning when the world was begun,
And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun;
And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth,
At Bethlehem I had my birth.

REFRAIN: Dance, then, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he.

I danced for the scribe and the pharisee,
But they would not dance and they wouldn’t follow me.
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John –
They came with me and the Dance went on.
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I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame;
The holy people said it was a shame.
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high,
And they left me there on a cross to die.
Refrain




I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black –
It’s hard to dance with the devil on your back.
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone,
But I am the Dance, and I still go on.
Refrain

They cut me down and I leapt up high;
I am the life that’ll never, never die;
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me –
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
Refrain



HYMN #365 VU- Sr. Version of Jesus Loves me 

Jesus love me, this I know,
Though my hair is white as snow.
Though my sight is growing dim,
Still he bids me trust in Him.

REFRAIN:
YES, JESUS LOVES ME…YES, JESUS LOVES ME…
YES, JESUS LOVES ME, THE
BIBLE TELLS ME SO.

Though my steps are oh, so slow
With my hand in His I’ll go
On through life, let come what may,
He’ll be there to lead the way.
Refrain

Though I am no longer young, 
I have much which He’s begun.
Let me serve Christ with a smile,
Go with others the extra mile.
Refrain


When the nights are dark and long, 
In my heart He puts a song. 
Telling me in words so clear,
“Have no fear, for I am near.”
Refrain

When my work on earth is done,
And life’s victories have been won.
He will take me home above,
Then I’ll understand His love
Refrain

I love Jesus, does He know?
Have I ever told Him so?
Jesus loves to hear me say,
That I love Him every day.












Minute for Mission
[image: ]
Every morning in the Sabra/Shatila refugee camp in Beirut, five-year-old Mohammad was lifted into his wheelchair and placed at the gate of his home by his father. 
It was the only way he could be part of the world beyond his doorstep. Unable to afford a special school or professional care, his father would set him in his wheelchair at the doorway just so he could watch the crowded street.  
From there, Mohammad would see other children on their way to kindergarten, while he was left behind.  
Mohammad was born with partial paralysis affecting one side of his body, including his left arm, left leg, and vision in one eye. During pregnancy, his mother became seriously ill with cancer and was unable to receive the care she needed. She died shortly after Mohammad was born. 

Even with the deep love and care from his father and sisters, life in the refugee camp left little room for specialized care or schooling. 
Then something changed. 
A Mission and Service partner, the Joint Christian Committee for Social Service in Lebanon (JCC), had recently relocated its kindergarten nearby. There are few bright spots for children in the refugee camp, and since 1950, JCC has been one of them. JCC’s kindergarten for refugee children aged 3 to 6 is a happy and colourful haven where children can begin their education. The centre’s director noticed Mohammad sitting outside, and decided to speak with his father. 
He was invited in, and with his father’s permission, Mohammad joined the kindergarten program. 
A partner organization with a focus on supporting children with disabilities began working alongside him, and teachers and classmates welcomed him wholeheartedly. As time passed, Mohammad began to grow in confidence, joy, and connection. 
In this simple act of welcome, we see God’s love made visible. We see children being embraced, barriers softened, and growth encouraged.  
Today, Mohammad is a happy young boy who learns and plays alongside his peers. He no longer has to watch from the sidelines—he has a place of belonging. 
His father’s gratitude is consistent and unmistakable. 
In places like Sabra/Shatila, even simple things like books, paper, art supplies, and safe spaces are not guaranteed. The JCC kindergarten itself is facing rising costs after relocating, along with inflation and the need for renovations. 
Still, this kindergarten in a refugee camp remains a place where all children are seen, included, and given the chance to thrive. 
Through Mission and Service, our gifts help make this possible—places where God’s love is lived out through communities that open their doors, and a child at the gate becomes a child in the classroom. Let’s give generously.  




SCRIPTURES
Genesis 24: 34-36; 42-49; 58-67
Psalm 45 pg. 769
Romans 7: 15-25a
Matthew 11: 16-19, 23-30

Seated quietly sing HYMN #400 VU- Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 



REFLECTION



HYMN #664 VU- What a Friend We Have in Jesus

1. What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer.

2. Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer.




3. Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Christ the Savior is our refuge;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do our friends despise, forsake us?
Are we tempted to despair?
Jesus’ strength will shield our weakness, 
and we’ll find new courage there.


OFFERING
With joy and gratitude we present and dedicate our offerings of time, talent and treasure to God’s work here, and through all of creation.

OFFERING HYMN – Voices United #543 We Give Thee But Thine Own

We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be:
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O God, from thee.

May we thy bounties thus
as stewards true receive,
and gladly, as thou blessest us,
to thee our first-fruits give. 



PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

Each of us has experienced many blessings 
Each of us has given many blessings too.
May the giving and receiving be a constant sign of God’s grace here in this congregation and beyond.
Bless and use these gifts and us in Jesus name that they may touch others. 
Amen.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



HYMN #378 -VU- Spirit of God, Descend upon my Heart

1.	Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
	Wean it from earth; thro' all its pulses move;
	Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art,
	And make me love Thee as I ought to love.

2.	I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
	No sudden rending of the veil of clay,
	No angel visitant, no op'ning skies;
	But take the dimness of my soul away.

3.	Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
	all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength and
	mind?
	I see your cross: there teach my heart to cling.
	O let me see you and O let me find!

4.	Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love,
	One holy passion filling all my frame;
	The baptism of the heaven-descended Dove,
	My heart an altar, and your love the flame.












COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING

God of the open hand and the gentle yoke, 
We await your gift and your service 
Send your Spirit of love, power, and blessing
upon your children,
So that your work may be fulfilled in love. 
Risen Christ live in us, 
So that we may live in you.
Equip us with the humble attitude of a true servant to handle your word with compassion and truth.
May the Angel of the living God go ahead of you this July, 
We ask for protection over your daily path
Amen.









EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE











SENDING SONG – More Voices #218 May the Love of the Lord (twice)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWi8rt3P6A0 

May the love of the Lord rest upon your soul.
May God's love dwell in you, throughout every day.
May God's countenance shine upon you 
and be gracious to you.
May God's Spirit be upon you
as you leave this place.
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