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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church

(Ringing of the chimes)

Welcome! It’s so good to be together to celebrate faith and community today eager to be filled with hope.  We come to this place seeking nourishment for our souls.  We hunger and thirst for the words of hope and truth but our lives are often battered by anger and hostility.  Our hearts are filled with concerns for our family and friends, for our country and our world.  We don’t see how we can be of help to others.  

Sit us down as Jesus sat the multitudes.  
Calm us down as Jesus reassured the disciples that all would receive care. 
 Lift us up as Jesus encouraged others to reach out in compassion
Give us hearts of confident faith in your presence.
Place your hands of healing on the many situations which we name at this time with our voices and hearts.  
Welcome!  It is good to be here with you this morning.  
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Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30am – 4:00pm. Except for August 5th. Crystal will be back in the office on August 6th 2026 from 9:30-4pm.
                                                


LIGHTING THE CANDLES:

You assure us, Jesus, that wherever two or three are gathered in your name, you are there.  We light this candle to remind ourselves and to celebrate your constant presence.  Amen.  
(The Christ Candle is lit)



HYMN:  Jesu, Jesu, Fill us with your Love VU#593

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve the neighbors
we have from you.
Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
Master who acts as a slave to them.    	
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve the neighbors
we have from you.
Neighbors are rich and poor,
varied in colour and race,
neighbors are near and far away.
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve the neighbors
we have from you.
These are the ones we should serve,
these are the ones we should love;
all are neighbors to us and you.
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve the neighbors
we have from you.
Kneeling at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet,
this is the way we should live with you.
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve the neighbors
we have from you.


CALL TO WORSHIP (RESPONSIVE)

Come into God’s presence all who are hungry and thirsty.
We enter into God’s presence with our hungry hearts looking to be filled. 
Come into this time of worship seeking the life-giving waters of Jesus. 
We gather in the name of Jesus who gives the living waters of life. 
Let us worship and bless God’s holy name, who makes an everlasting covenant with us.





CALL TO CONFESSION

The truth is that most of us have all that we need. The truth is that our wants far exceed our needs. The truth is we are often so preoccupied with our wants and needs that we forget about those who are truly hungry; those who are truly one paycheck away from eviction, those who must choose between a medicine and a meal. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)

Loving God, when you created the world and everything in it, you pronounced it good. It was only when humankind got involved that it became broken. The reality is there is enough of everything to go around in this good world but we become hoarders of your blessings. You tell us to share but we would rather save and hide. During this time of worship as we hear the story of Jesus feeding the multitude with a small gift, change our hearts. We confess our doubts and fears that there will be enough to go around. We confess our short-sightedness of your blessings. We confess our sinful ways and seek your forgiveness and transformation. Amen. 


WORDS OF ASSURANCE

The Lord is gracious and compassionate; slow to anger and rich in love. The Lord is good to all and has compassion on all He has made (Psalm 145:8-9). The good news is that when we confess truthfully to God our sins and shortcomings, God will forgive us and give us another chance to get things right. In fact, God will keep giving us chances to do the right thing as long as we keep trying. Friends, our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 



CENTERING



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Open our ears, O Lord, to hear the Living Word that comes to us today. Open our hearts so that the word might take root within us. Open our hands and feet, so that as we hear your word we are transformed by it and determined to leave this place committed to acts of love and service in your name. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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HYMN:  Open My Eyes VU#371


Open my eyes that I may see
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free.
 
Silently now I wait for Thee,
Ready, my God, Thy will to see;
Open my eyes, illumine me,
    Spirit Divine!

Open my ears that I may hear
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear;
And while the wave notes fall on my ear,
Everything false will disappear.

Silently now I wait for Thee,
Ready, my God, Thy will to see;
Open my eyes, illumine me,
    Spirit Divine!

Open my mouth and let me bear
Tidings of mercy everywhere;
Open my heart and let me prepare
Love with Thy children thus to share.

Silently now I wait for Thee,
Ready, my God, Thy will to see;
Open my eyes, illumine me,
    Spirit Divine!
CENTERING
Special Music with Jim Davis and Tim Tonkin

MINUTE FOR MISSION-THREADS OF IDENTITY
[image: Women attending a ribbon skirt making workshop]

In Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Mamohkamatowin Spiritual Community Inc. is helping Indigenous people reconnect with culture and community through a ribbon skirt-making program. Supported by Mission and Service, the program provides Indigenous participants living in Saskatoon’s core neighbourhoods with the materials, tools, and teachings needed to create their own ribbon skirts at no cost.

For many Indigenous women and girls, a ribbon skirt is more than a garment. It is an expression of identity, culture, and belonging, worn during ceremonies, celebrations, and other cultural and spiritual gatherings. For people living on low incomes, the cost of making or purchasing a ribbon skirt can place that expression of identity out of reach.


Participants learn how to use a sewing machine while making a skirt that reflects their own style and story. Alongside the practical sewing skills, they also receive teachings from an Elder, creating opportunities to deepen their understanding of the cultural and spiritual significance of ribbon skirts.

With support from Mission and Service, the program first started in 2024. Since then, community support has made it possible to purchase sewing machines and tables so participants have the tools they need to learn. Our support through Mission and Service helps provide fabric, ribbon, and other materials for each skirt, ensuring that cost to participants does not become a barrier.

The impact has been evident and ongoing. The women who completed the first sessions wear their ribbon skirts with great pride, knowing they had made them with their own hands while learning traditional teachings and connecting with community.
Programs like this reflect our commitment to supporting Indigenous leadership, strengthening community, and creating opportunities for people to reconnect with culture in meaningful ways. By combining practical skills with cultural teachings, Mamohkamatowin Spiritual Community Inc. is helping participants build confidence, celebrate their identities, and carry their traditions forward.

Our gifts through Mission and Service help support Indigenous-led ministries and community programs like this one. Together, we can help ensure more people have opportunities to learn, connect with culture, and participate fully in the traditions and communities that are meaningful to them. Let’s give generously. 
SCRIPTURE READINGS

Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 VU p. 739
Matthew 14:12-21



REFLECTION
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HYMN:  Lord Prepare Me a Sanctuary 	MV#18

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary
Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living
Sanctuary for You. 


OFFERING

What a great privilege we have as Jesus’ disciples to participate in the miracles that Jesus is doing in the world through this particular church.  Our weekly offering is so much more than to keep the mechanics of this church running smoothly.  Our giving is one way in which we participate in the hungry being fed both physically and spiritually.  Let us give abundantly to the work of Jesus in the world.


DOXOLOGY – What Can I Do MV#191 

What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I'll sing with joy. I'll say a prayer.
I'll bring my love. I'll do my share.









PRAYER OF DEDICATION


Thank you, O God, for the blessing you give to us each day.  Thank you for meeting our needs and most all our wants.  Thank you for this opportunity to participate with you in the miraculous work that you do around the world.  Bless these gifts and bless our faithfulness, so that together we may glorify your holy name.  AMEN


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
 inspired by Matthew 14:15-21, Mark 6:35-44, Luke 9:12-17, John 6:4-13)
Merciful God we praise you for your unfailing love.
We praise you for feeding our hunger for bread and for “the bread of life.”
We praise you for taking our little basket of fish and barley loaves and using it to feed others.

Lord we ask you for your care and healing touch for those who are sick.
We ask for your compassion on those who are suffering in our world.
We ask for you comfort for those who are grieving.

We thank you for your daily tender mercies.
We thank you for your daily love.
We thank you for your daily grace.


We call upon you Lord to empower us as we declare who you are to a world who needs you. We call upon you Lord to inspire us as we seek to inspire others.
We call upon you Lord to strengthen us in our own weakness.

We ask all this in your son’s name who taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever, Amen.

HYMN:  Grateful MV#182

Refrain: Grateful Grateful for the life you give us, Thankful for your Holy Son, Joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, MV#182 O God of Love. Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, Thankful for your Holy Word, Joyful in your mercy flowing. We will praise you. 

You are more than we imagine, Ancient, Holy Living Lord. even when we doubt your presence you are faithful to your Word.    R 

May our lives proclaim your justice, may our voices sing your praise. May our hands work in your service to the glory of your name.    R

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING

Go from here fed and nourished to live as a faithful disciple of Jesus in your everyday world.  
Go from here with your eyes open to the needs all around.
Go from here to feed the hungry – whether that hunger is a physical one, an emotional one, or a spiritual hunger.
Go in peace in love and serve the Lord.  AMEN




EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE


SENDING SONG – GO NOW IN PEACE

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

Resources adapted for and used in this service are available on request. Parts of today’s service were taken from www.worshipspotblog and the United Church of Canada worship resources, parts from Worship Connection – Worship Matters and Worship blogspot.

Covenant United Church
230 Eighth Ave
Timmins, ON
(705) 264-5518
covenanttimmins@ntl.sympatico.ca
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