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(ring the chime once)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church. 
Together we make it a holy place where love can dwell.
We acknowledge that we worship on traditional land entrusted to us but belonging to God. We are called to respect the history, spirituality, and culture of the many First Nations, who came to this place long before us, and our responsibility for Treaty 9 territory wherein our church resides. As we follow the path of Christ, we seek to live in sustainable and healing relationships   with this land, and all of our neighbours.
[image: ]   

Coffee Volunteers: June 14th: Annual Windup lunch: hosted by Heather & Veronica (sponsored by Gary and Fran). If you are willing to help out for this fellowship opportunity, please contact Heather.



[image: ]
Fundraising Continues for the replacement tree at Gillies Lake - Total amount fundraised to date is $100.50



[image: ]
WOW-Women on Wednesday Luncheon is May 20th at Pizza Hut at 11:45am




Unexpected Expense- In April the pump broke on the furnace and needed to be replaced to the tune of over $4000.00. If anyone would like to make an additional contribution, it would be greatly appreciated. 

 [image: ] 
Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30am – 4:00pm.

(ring the chime)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE – by Laura Turnbull, Penticton
This beautiful spring Sunday is shrouded with mystery and awe. 
Breaking into this is the holy light of Christ. 
Let us light our Christ candle as a reminder 
that even in inexplicable times and circumstances, 
the Christ light illumines our path.

(the candle is lit)

GATHERING HYMN – Voices United #377 Holy Spirit Hear Us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJYD4hmwz5M 

Holy Spirit! hear us; help us while we sing;
Breathe into the music of the praise we bring.

Holy Spirit! shine now on the book we read;
Light its holy pages with the truth we need.

Holy Spirit! prompt us when we bow to pray;
Speak within and teach us what we ought to say.

Holy Spirit! help us daily by your might,
What is wrong to conquer and to choose the right.



WORD FOR ALL AGES- Magic, Imagination, and Superheroes



PRAYER – Ruthanne McLagan, Calvary U.C., London, Ont.








CHILDREN’S HYMN – More Voices #62 There is Room for All
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQ8SbGra94M 

There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing;
There is room for all, sheltered in God’s love,
And I rejoice and sing, “My refuge and my rock, in whom I trust.”
There is room for all,
There is room for all!

Chacun a sa place 
 á l'abri sous l'aile de Dieu;
 Chacun a sa place en l'amour de Dieu.
 De joie, je chanterai: 
 "Mon refuge en lequel je me confie”.
 Chacun a sa place, chacun a sa place.

Repeat in the language of your choice

Children may go to Sunday School.

CALL TO WORSHIP - 
Lisa Norman, Enniskillen-Tyrone U.C., Tyrone, Ont.

We join together this morning, like those first disciples, 
wondering what is next in our Easter story.
All Sing: MV 90 “Don’t be afraid”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDscgGY4X40 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, 
my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger 
and I have promised, promised to be always near.

We have journeyed through Lent, sorrowed through Good Friday, waited through Holy Saturday, and rejoiced at the empty tomb on Easter. What now, God? What happens now?
All Sing: MV 90 “Don’t be afraid”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDscgGY4X40 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, 
my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger 
and I have promised, promised to be always near.

We feel Jesus’ long goodbye coming to an end. Loneliness and grief are closing in on us. We come today as a praying people. We cry to God, “Help us understand.”
All Sing: MV 90 “Don’t be afraid”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDscgGY4X40 
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, 
my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger 
and I have promised, promised to be always near.



PRAYER OF APPROACH – by Barbara Johns, adapted

O Christ,
we rejoice in your resurrection and ascension.
Jesus, you departed our world.
We are here, and we wonder – 
Where are you?
We seek you, – longing to feel your loving presence.

We wonder – 
Are you near?
Can we perceive the new things you are doing?

So, we pause to listen and to pay attention
for the quiet whisper of the Holy Spirit,
nudging us closer to you.

We pause to realize we are not alone,
that you continue to lead us onward,
showing us how to create
the kingdom* of God on earth.
As your beloved children, we pray. Amen.

MINUTE FOR MISSION – The Work of Water
[image: A farmer working in a dry field]
In the villages of Am-am and Madalipey in the Philippines, Indigenous families depend on small-scale vegetable farming to support their households. The gardens they tend provide food and a modest income for daily needs.
But over time, the land has changed. As agriculture has expanded, parts of the surrounding forest have been cleared, reducing the land’s ability to hold water. The impacts of climate change have made rainfall patterns less predictable, and dry seasons run longer. For much of the year, local creeks are dry, and water must be brought in from elsewhere. It’s a constant challenge that affects both daily life and the ability to grow crops.
In response, the Cordillera People’s Alliance is working alongside residents to install a solar-powered water pump and storage tank. The system will be maintained locally, ensuring that the community has access to water and ownership of the solution.
With a more stable source of water for both household use and gardens, families can strengthen their livelihoods. Gardens can grow more reliably, daily needs become easier to meet, and pressure on households eases.
When we give through Mission and Service, our gifts are powering long-term support. 
Our gifts to Mission and Service help provide stable access to water for Indigenous communities like Am-am and Madalipey. They help sustain life, strengthen food security, and support families as they work toward a more secure future.
Make your gift to Mission and Service today.

CENTERING

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION – Julie Hutton, Minnedosa U.C., Minnedosa, Man

Creator God, today, as we receive the words of scripture, may we be empowered to share your truth through the Holy Spirit.
Thank you for opening our hearts and minds to the mystery found in the ascension* story. May we be grounded and rooted in love, witnessing to your love today and every day. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Acts 1:1-11 – The Message – To the Ends of the World
Ephesians 1:15-23 – New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition
Paul’s Prayer
Luke 24:44-53 – New Revised Standard Version (Updated Edition)


SUNG RESPONSE: More Voices #150 Embracing Change
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1ZB8Yl6e_I 

Spirit God: be our breath, be our song.
Blow through us, bringing strength to move on.
Our world seems inward, defensive, withdrawn…
Spirit God, be our song.

Patient God: soothe our pride, calm our fear.
Comfort us. When we know you are near 
we grow more certain, our vision is clear.
Patient God, calm our fear.

Loving God: be our voice, be our prayer.
Reaching out, joining hands as we share,
We seek your guidance through friendship and care.
Loving God, be our prayer.

Spirit God: be our breath, be our song.
Blow through us, bringing strength to move on.
Through change, through challenge, we’ll greet the new dawn.
Spirit God, be our song.
REFLECTION 



Let’s pray:	in unison	(Laura Turnbull, for the gathering)
Revealing God, your message comes to us in words that have been passed down for millennia. Yet we hear them as ever fresh and new. Help us reflect on them so they may guide, inspire, and provoke us. Amen.









HYMN – Voices United #187 The Spring Has Come
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ppsu8ye2jjE 

The spring has come, let all the church be part of it!
The world has changed, and God is at the heart of it!
New light, new day, new colour after winter grey.
New light, new day, the spring has come, 
let all the church be part of it!

The sun is warm, let all God’s children play in it!
The world expands, let’s spread the Gospel way in it! 
New leaf, new thrust, new greening for the love of Christ.
New leaf, new thrust, the sun is warm, 
let all God’s children play in it!

The spring has come, new people are the flower of it.
Through wind and rain, new life is in the showers of it.
New bud, new shoot, new hope will bear the Spirit’s fruit.
New bud, new shoot, the spring has come, 
new people are the flowers of it!




OFFERING – in unison – With gratitude, and joy we bring our gifts of time, talent, and treasure to the altar. We pray that they will be multiplied, and used effectively for God’s ministry here, and around the world. 



DOXOLOGY – Voices United #537 Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVyDJeJ6i7Y 

Your work, O God, needs many hands to help you everywhere, 
and some there are who cannot serve unless our gifts we share.

Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make:  
be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake.


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION – in unison
Karen Pryznyk, Okotoks U.C., Okotoks, Alta.

We thank you, Giver of all gifts.
We remember our blessings.
With open hearts, we commit to living a life of generosity.
With generous sharing, we declare that we are a people nurtured in your abundant love.
With our contributions to the future of this community of faith, we proclaim that we are a people of hope.
We are an Easter people!
Hallelujah! Amen.






PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

HYMN – Voices United #402 We Are One
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6BldTHfcz4 

We are one as we come,
as we come, joyful to be here,
in the praise on our lips
there’s a sense that God is near.
We are one as we sing,
as we seek we are found,
and we come needful of God’s grace
as we meet together in this place.

We are one as we share,
as we share brokenness and fear,
in the touch of a hand
there’s a sense that God is near.
We are one as we care,
as we heal, we are healed,
and we share warmth in God’s embrace
as we pray together in this place.

We are one as we hear,
as we hear heart and hand unite 
in the word we receive 
there’s a sense that God is light.
We are one as we leave,
as we love, we are loved;
and we seek justice in God’s ways
as we move together from this place.


COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING – Robin Wardlaw, Toronto, Ont.

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE

SENDING SONG – GO NOW IN PEACE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YubJLU7N1Ug 

Go now in peace, never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there filling you with love.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.
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Covenant United Church
230 Eighth Ave
Timmins, ON
(705) 264-5518
covenanttimmins@ntl.sympatico.ca
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