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(ring the chime once)


WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church. This morning, as we worship, we are also exploring the work, learning, and fellowship that God is calling us to. Welcome to everyone. If you are a person who has been coming here for some time, if you are new to this community, or visiting – you are welcome just as you are, and your presence and your voice are valued.
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Coffee Volunteers: June 14th: Annual Windup lunch: hosted by Heather & Veronica (sponsored by Gary and Fran). If you are willing to help out for this fellowship opportunity, please contact Heather.
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Fundraising Continues for the replacement tree at Gillies Lake - Total amount fundraised to date is $$60.50
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WOW-Women of Wednesday Luncheon is May 20th at Pizza Hut at 11:45am
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Finances – Heather Laverdiere & Susan Boisvert
January 1, 2026 to April 30, 2026
· General Fund:  Revenue $ 32684.26
         		   Expenses $ 36396.12
    From Investment   $ 0
· Building Funds: Revenue $ 695.00
Expenses $ 0 ($3336.89 being paid out in May for Pump for the heating system that broke in April)
· M&S:                Revenue $ 2025.00
Account balances are now:
 General Fund: $ 23,754  
 Building Fund $ 9,034    
Outreach $ 62
Investments $119,782.75 (as of December 31, 2025)
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Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30am – 4:00pm.

(ring the chime)




LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE – 
You assure us, Jesus, that wherever two or three are gathered in your name, you are there.  We light this candle to remind ourselves and to celebrate your constant presence.  
May we always seek your guiding light in our lives.

HYMN – MV #14 Where Two or Three are Gathered (repeat several times)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxADfVDVlc0 

Where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there, I am there.



WORD FOR ALL AGES- SIBLINGS


PRAYER 

CHILDREN’S HYMN – More Voices #115 Behold! I Make Something New
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p_tfEAm1F8 

Behold, behold,
I make all things new, beginning with you
and starting from today.
Behold, behold, 
I make all things new, my promise is true,
For I am Christ the way.

Children can go to Sunday School

CALL TO WORSHIP – Liturgies from Below, p.38

Welcome!
Come into the place where God listens!
Where you need no money, no status, no fine clothes!
Come as you are
Broken, whole
Sick, well
Satisfied, or with deep needs
Come to sing
Come to cry
Come to hear
Come to see
Come and be ready or
Come to be made ready
We are here
God is here too.


PRAYER OF APPROACH AND CONFESSION – Robin Wardlaw, Toronto, Ont.
In the spirit of the Risen One, we offer our confession:

We let our celebrations end.
We lose the melody of love.
We put away our trumpets.

Earth has need of many prophets, many voices calling for justice and peace,
but we wander from your rainbow dream to other, unholy dreams, and Christ waits alone for company and for partners in bringing the kin-dom.

Receive our prayers of confession:
(a time of silent prayer)

Now stir up our spirits, O Christ.
We discover you waiting. We sense your spirit near us and in us. May we, who are forgiven people, people of new life, be the answer to the prayers of others. Amen.


WORDS OF ASSURANCE – Elaine Bigwood Sveet


CENTERING
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MINUTE FOR MISSION - Held in Hope

On Mother’s Day, we give thanks for mothers and for all those who carry a mother’s love. Those who nurture, protect, and keep going through great responsibility, often while carrying more than they can easily name.

In January 2025, in the Eastern Carpathian Mountains of Ukraine, a retreat in Tukhlya offered mothers and children a chance to step away from the pressures of daily survival and receive care. Through ACT Alliance, ACT member Hungarian Interchurch Aid welcomed families who had been displaced by war or were living near the frontlines into a space of rest and support.

Many of the mothers arrived exhausted, carrying grief, uncertainty, and the constant demands of caring for their children in difficult circumstances. At the retreat, they were offered psychological support, time in nature, and creative activities, while their children were cared for through play and art. For many, it was the first time they had been able to focus on their own wellbeing.
One mother shared that she had spent so long focused on her children’s needs that she had forgotten her own. In this space, she was able to rest, reflect, and begin to regain strength for the journey ahead.

Through Mission and Service, initiatives like this become possible. Our gifts help create spaces where caregivers can receive care, where resilience can be renewed, and where hope can be strengthened even during ongoing hardship.

On this Mother’s Day, we remember the strength of mothers everywhere, and the importance of supporting that strength in return.

Our gifts to Mission and Service help make this care possible, make your gift today. 
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Acts 17:22-31 – Good News Translation
John 14:15-21 – The Voice

HYMN – More Voices #12 Come Touch our Hearts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I23I8piL_Yw 

Come touch our hearts that we may know compassion,
From failing embers build a blazing fire;
Love strong enough to overturn injustice,
To seek a world more gracious,
Come touch and bless our hearts.




Come touch our souls that we may know and love you,
Your quiet presence all our fears dispel;
Create a space for spirit to grow in us,
Let life and beauty fill us,
Come touch and bless our souls.

Come touch our minds and teach us how to reason,
Set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream;
Help us to open doors of understanding,
To welcome truth and wisdom,
Come touch and bless our minds.

Come touch us in the moments we are fragile,
And in our weakness your great strength reveal;
That we may rise to follow and to serve,
Steady now our nerve,
Come touch and bless our wills.

Come touch us now, this people who are gathered,
To break the bread and share the cup of peace;
That we may love you with our heart, our soul,
Our mind, our strength, our all,
Come touch us with your grace.”








REFLECTION 
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HYMN – More Voices #176 Three Things I Promise
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=My5PPCFQwpM 

Three things I promise, Holy God,
in age and youth, in life and death:
to bless your Name, and cling to Christ,
and listen for the Spirit's breath.

Your love unfolded time and space,
and life, and all that life became,
and so, with thankful heart and voice,
through good and ill, I bless your Name.



I follow, serve, and cling to Christ
amid our culture's tides and trends,
for here your Name is most revealed:
Majestic Love, and Best of Friends.

Enlivened as the Spirit moves
to cleanse, awaken, and renew,
I pray that justice, peace, and truth,
may seed and grow in all I do.

If I should live when vigor fades,
and family and friends are gone,
three acts of loving faith remain
when days are slow, and work is done.

Revive and guide me, Living God,
as day by day, until my death,
I bless your Name, and cling to Christ,
and listen for the Spirit's breath.




OFFERING – With gratitude, and joy we bring our gifts of time, talent, and treasure to the altar. We pray that they will be multiplied, and used effectively for God’s ministry here, and around the world. Amen.




DOXOLOGY – Voices United #537 Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVyDJeJ6i7Y 

Your work, O God, needs many hands to help you everywhere, 
and some there are who cannot serve unless our gifts we share.

Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make:  
be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake.


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION – 
Karen Pryznyk, Okotoks U.C., Okotoks, Alta.

We thank you, Giver of all gifts.
We remember our blessings.
With open hearts, we commit to living a life of generosity.
With generous sharing, we declare that we are a people nurtured in your abundant love.
With our contributions to the future of this community of faith, we proclaim that we are a people of hope.
We are an Easter people!
Hallelujah! Amen.






PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

HYMN – More Voices #79 Spirit, Open My Heart
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUy4kas8WR8 

Refrain: Spirit, open my heart
 to the joy and pain of living.
 As you love may I love,
 in receiving and in giving,
 Spirit, open my heart.

God, replace my stony heart
with a heart that’s kind and tender.
All my coldness and fear
to your grace I now surrender. 		Refrain

Write your love upon my heart
as my law, my goal, my story.
In each thought, word, and deed,
may my living bring you glory. 		Refrain

May I weep with those who weep.
share the joy of sister, brother.
In the welcome of Christ,
may we welcome one another. 		Refrain


COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING – Liturgies from Below, p.54
May the solitary embrace of God envelop us
and return to us our lost or stolen dignities;
may the grace of Jesus liberate us, heal us,
restore us, put us on our feet, and propel us to the new,
beyond all limitations and all forms of marginalization.
And may the constant presence of the divine Spirit animate us
to walk the paths of a shared life,
testifying to the abundance and completeness that are possible.

Go now in peace.

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE

SENDING SONG – GO NOW IN PEACE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YubJLU7N1Ug 

Go now in peace, never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there filling you with love.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.
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