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Sunday, May 3rd, 2026 
5th Sunday of Easter with Communion




(ring the chime once)




WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church. This morning, as we worship, we are also exploring the work, learning, and fellowship that God is calling us to. Welcome to everyone. If you are a person who has been coming here for some time, if you are new to this community, or visiting – you are welcome just as you are, and your presence and your voice are valued.
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Coffee Volunteers:  May 3rd Sundae Sunday:  hosted by Rob and Joy.    June 14th: Annual Windup lunch: hosted by Heather & Veronica (sponsored by Gary and Fran). If you are willing to help out for this fellowship opportunity, please contact Heather.
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Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30am – 4:00pm.

(ring the chime)







LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE – 
You assure us, Jesus, that wherever two or three are gathered in your name, you are there.  We light this candle to remind ourselves and to celebrate your constant presence.  
May we always seek your guiding light in our lives.

HYMN – MV #14 Where Two or Three are Gathered (repeat several times)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxADfVDVlc0 

Where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there, I am there.



WORD FOR ALL AGES- HOME

PRAYER 

CHILDREN’S HYMN – More Voices #115 Behold! I Make Something New
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p_tfEAm1F8 

Behold, behold,
I make all things new, beginning with you
and starting from today.
Behold, behold, 
I make all things new, my promise is true,
For I am Christ the way.

Children can go to Sunday School
CALL TO WORSHIP – by Elise Feltrin

God calls to us in wind and whisper,
in the laughter of children
and the chirping of crickets.

God beckons us through the brilliance of stars in the night sky,
the dance of sunshine on waves,
and the glowing of embers in a campfire.

May we hearken our hearts to God’s call—
to God’s presence.

May we draw near to God’s warmth and to one another—
united with every living creature
as we join in the holy community of all creation
to celebrate our holy oneness
and praise God’s Holy Name.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Sandra Litt, St. James U.C., Waterdown, Ontario. Adapted

Loving and Redeeming God, we give thanks for the gifts that you freely give to us.

We thank you for the rain showers that wash our world clean, the warmth of the sun on our skin, the beauty of the budding trees, and the returning of the summer birds, as the snow melts.

We thank you, Creator God, for all you give to us in nature, all the gifts of your Creation. We are grateful for the life that you grant us, the life that is bursting forth in this season.

At the same time, we know that there are people encountering difficulties today, here among us and throughout the world, people whose hearts are in need of you, people among our families and friends that we are concerned about, people in our communities that are in need, physically and spiritually, people in our world who feel broken and afraid.

We ask that your presence be known to each and every one who needs care today. In this moment of silence, we lift up to you those who are on our hearts this morning. 
(a time for personal prayers, both aloud and in silence)

As faithful followers of the Way of Jesus, help us to become aware of your guidance and grace.

Help us to trust in the truth that Jesus came to save us. 
Help us to receive your anointing in our lives. 
Help us to develop our own personal relationship with the risen Christ. 
Help us to work for the best interests of others in our church and community. 
Help us to approach all tasks with a discerning mind and humble heart. 
Help us to be a beacon of love in the world, becoming more like Jesus each and every day.

Remind us again and again of the good news that you are here for us, with us and within us – sustaining us.

We bow in devotion to you, freely taking up our own personal cross of discipleship.
We approach you in loving surrender 
that we might see your gracious splendour.

We seek truth and we open our hearts to the teachings of Jesus, who calls us to act with patience, make wise decisions, be kind and forgiving, and persevere through struggles. 

Help us to trust in the truth of the beautiful mystery of your presence and be attentive to the moving of the Spirit in our lives.

Receive our prayers, Creator God, and in your love, answer.

We pray all this in the name of the Risen One, and proclaim together an expression of our faith: 
All: A New Creed (VU p. 918)

We are not alone,
    we live in God’s world.

 We believe in God:
    who has created and is creating,
    who has come in Jesus,
       the Word made flesh,
       to reconcile and make new,
    who works in us and others
       by the Spirit.

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church:
    to celebrate God’s presence,
    to live with respect in Creation,
    to love and serve others,
    to seek justice and resist evil,
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
       our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
    God is with us.
We are not alone.

    Thanks be to God.




CENTERING












MINUTE FOR MISSION – Healthy Food, Healthy Relationships
[image: A volunteer and client at Carlington Community Connection]
Many communities are feeling the weight of isolation. Poverty, violence, and the pressures of daily life can make it harder for people to stay connected, even when living side by side.

At Carlington Community Connection, a chaplaincy in Ottawa, Ontario, people who saw this need chose to respond. They noticed the growing isolation around them and decided to create a place where people could be welcomed and treated with dignity.

That response sounds simple, but it matters deeply. Volunteers and staff greet people with coffee or tea, and a home-baked muffin. They sit together, listening and creating space for everyday connection. In these moments, people are not defined by what they are facing, but by their shared humanity. 





That care is also growing in practical ways. The program now offers healthier food options, providing more nourishment during each visit. Volunteers and staff also make it possible for people to take home items like fruit, yogurt, and cheese for their children—supporting families in ways that make a real difference in daily life. 

Through Mission and Service, this kind of response is possible. Our gifts to Mission and Service support the people who see a need and choose to act with compassion and care.

When we respond to isolation with kindness, something begins to change. Make your gift (opens in a new tab) to Mission and Service today.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16 (VU p. 758 Parts One and Three) 
1 Peter 2:2-10 – New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition
John 14:1-14 – Good News Translation

HYMN – More Voices #27 Creator God You Gave Us Life
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9ZOmMQeYmU 

Creator God you gave us life,
your image formed within our soul,
yet through the mist of time and space,
we search for that which makes us whole.


Refrain: Through hands that paint majestic skies,
and voices chanting melody,
 with words that reach beyond the page,
 we comprehend your mystery.

In ev’ry flow’r and ev’ry tree,
we see your great diversity,
yet greater still we see your love,
expressed in our humanity. 				Refrain

When with our hearts, our hands our minds,
we share our gifts with all the world,
our spirits soar beyond the veil,
to touch the very face of God. 			Refrain


REFLECTION 

[image: ]
HYMN – More Voices #10 Come, and Seek the Ways of Wisdom
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssfig0klF8s 

Come and seek the ways of Wisdom,
she who danced when earth was new.
Follow closely what she teaches,
for her words are right and true.
Wisdom clears the path to justice,
showing us what love must do.

Listen to the voice of Wisdom,
crying in the marketplace.
Hear the Word made flesh among us,
full of glory, truth and grace.
When the word takes root and ripens,
peace and righteousness embrace.

Sister Wisdom, come, assist us;
nurture all who seek rebirth.
Spirit-guide and close companion,
bring to light our sacred worth.
Free us to become your people,
holy friends of God and earth

OFFERING – With gratitude, and joy we bring our gifts of time, talent, and treasure to the altar. We pray that they will be multiplied, and used effectively for God’s ministry here, and around the world. Amen.


DOXOLOGY – Voices United #537 Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVyDJeJ6i7Y 

Your work, O God, needs many hands to help you everywhere, 
and some there are who cannot serve unless our gifts we share.

Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make:  
be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake.


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION – 
Karen Pryznyk, Okotoks U.C., Okotoks, Alta.

We thank you, Giver of all gifts.
We remember our blessings.
With open hearts, we commit to living a life of generosity.
With generous sharing, we declare that we are a people nurtured in your abundant love.
With our contributions to the future of this community of faith, we proclaim that we are a people of hope.
We are an Easter people!
Hallelujah! Amen.





COMMUNION LITURGY – Catherine Tovell, Kilworth U.C., London, Ont., adapted

Invitation
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Open your hearts.
We open them to God.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give God our thanks and praise.

COMMUNION HYMN – TLUS #23 For Everyone Born

For everyone born, a place at the table,
for everyone born, clean water and bread,
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,
for everyone born, a star overhead.

Refrain: And God will delight 
when we are creators of justice
and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight 
when we are creators of justice,
justice and joy.

For humanity, a place at the table,
revising the roles, deciding the share,
with wisdom and grace dividing the power,
for humanity, a system that's fair. 			R



For young and for old, a place at the table,
a voice to be heard, a part in the song,
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled,
for young and for old, the right to belong. 		R

For just and unjust, a place at the table,
abuser, abused, with need to forgive,
in anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy,
for just and unjust, a new way to live. 			R

For everyone born, a place at the table,
to live without fear, and simply to be,
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship,
for everyone born, the right to be free. 		R

We gather at this table today with questions, doubts, wonderings, and a longing to trust. We want to trust your promises, O God, for new beginnings, yet we are afraid.

We are exhausted from the pivots that life requires and that seem to never end. We are weary of news about climate disasters, floods, mudslides, droughts, wildfires, and famines. We are tired of people being bullied, harassed, excluded, or intimidated for being who they are and for living out their calling and purpose. We recognize our own complacency, indifference, and fear in relation to many of the things that we now lament.

When we turn to the record of your people, we can only respond in humility and gratitude. You called Abraham and Sarah to leave behind their doubts and fears and go forth into the unknown of a new land. You guided Moses, the fugitive, to embrace leadership and guide the people to the promised land. You never left your people despite their doubts, lamentations, or fears. When the time was right, you chose a poor peasant girl to bear your child, Jesus, who brought about a new realm, a new creation, by declaring truth to power. And so we proclaim:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God.

On the night that Jesus gave himself up for us, 
After he washed the feet of each disciple present,
Jesus took bread, and blessed it, 
 – may this bread represent for us the body of Christ
And then he broke it, (lift the bread high)
– and shared it with everyone at the table.

When the supper was over Jesus took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering his life and all the lives before and after his, through which God’s promises of new beginnings were fulfilled, we offer to you, O God, these symbols of remembrance. Send your Holy Spirit upon them and us, so that we may come alive in Christ again to be God’s co-creators of justice and compassion, and embrace whatever new beginnings await us. And so we pray as Jesus once taught… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.

As you receive the bread, and the juice,
Take as much time as you want – there is no need to hurry.
If you need help opening the container, please wave your hand and someone will help you.
Come now, for all things are ready.
(the elements are shared)

Communion Prayer (all)

Having been refreshed and renewed at your table, Gracious God, we commit ourselves anew to the work of servant leadership in this broken world, acknowledging our doubts, fears, and weariness, confessing our complacency and indifference, and knowing that through this meal we are strengthened and nourished to live courageously with compassion as followers of the Way of Jesus. Amen.



HYMN – People’s Choice

BENEDICTION – 

Go into the world seeking justice,
may the words we have sung and spoken today
fill our hearts with new life.
Go into the world seeking love,
and finding the love that passes
all understanding.
Go now in peace, to share all the blessings of our God.

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE


SENDING SONG – GO NOW IN PEACE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YubJLU7N1Ug 

Go now in peace, never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there filling you with love.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.
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Covenant United Church
230 Eighth Ave
Timmins, ON
(705) 264-5518
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