4

           Covenant
The United Church of Canada
a safe place for all people to worship
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Sunday, April 5th, 2026 
Easter Sunday!
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(ring the chime once)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church! You are welcome here where the ordinary is sanctified, where humanity is celebrated in all of its diversity, and compassion is expected. In this place together, we make it a holy place where love can dwell.

[image: ]
Comfort and outreach during flu and cold season -- Covenant is offering soup in a cup for anyone in need for themselves or for a friend. Several varieties of soup are available in the fridge freezer in the kitchen. Help yourself. No charge, just enjoy!

[image: ]   Coffee Volunteers: A Big Thank you to Tim Tonkin for the Hot Cross Buns!  April:  No coffee (Easter and Music Festival) May 10:  Sundae/Sunday:  Rob and friends
June ?:  Windup lunch:  Heather & Veronica (sponsored by Gary and Fran). If you are willing to help out for this fellowship opportunity, please contact Heather.


Prayer Shawl will meet on April 9th 1-3pm in the south room.


[image: ]
Earth Week April 16-26  
Communities of faith, networks, and regions are invited to initiate and participate in climate justice events during the week of April 19–26. Start with three simple steps:

PRAY to connect with God's and God's Creation.
LEARN about the realities and solutions to climate change.
ACT for climate justice
Visit the UCC website for more info about how you can Pray - Learn - Act.
Annual General Meeting April 26th 10:30am [image: ]


 [image: ] Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30am – 4:00pm except for the last week of April. Office hours will be Tuesday April 28th from 9:30-4pm.

(ring the chime)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE – Laura J. Turnbull, Penticton, B.C.
May the light radiating from this candle be a sign and symbol of Jesus’ amazing grace! 

GATHERING HYMN – VU #155 Jesus Christ is Risen Today!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcIgmKY5WkM 

Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah!
Our triumphant holy day, hallelujah!
Who did once upon the cross, hallelujah!
Suffer to redeem our loss.  Hallelujah!

Hymns of praise then let us sing…
Unto Christ, our heavenly King,…
Who endured the cross and grave,…
Sinners to redeem and save…

But the pains which he endured,…
Our salvation have procured;…
Now above the sky he’s King,…
Where the angels ever sing…

Sing we to our God above…
Praise eternal as God’s love;…
Praise our God, ye heavenly host,…
Praise the Son and Holy Ghost.  Hallelujah!

WORD FOR ALL AGES
PRAYER
CHILDREN’S HYMN – Hallelu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pbNBKK2jA0&list=RD8pbNBKK2jA0&start_radio=1 

Hallelu! Hallelu! Hallelu! Hallelujah!
Praise ye the Lord!
Hallelu! Hallelu! Hallelu! Hallelujah!
Praise ye the Lord!
Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!
Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!
Praise ye the Lord! Hallelujah!
Praise ye the Lord!







CALL TO WORSHIP – Gill Le Fevre, Walton Memorial U.C., Oakville, Ont.

As the women did on that Easter morning, we come together.
We come together, giving thanks for their presence, worshipping in their path.

They brought their grief and their fear, their gratitude and their love.
We come together, acknowledging our fear and our gratitude, affirming God’s love.

They left transformed by the truth of the risen Christ, that the love of God has triumphed.
Because of these women, we can come together in hope and faith and joy, transformed by the truth of our risen Christ.

As we gather at the dawning of a new day, we declare: Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Hallelujah!.











PRAYERS OF APPROACH – Bill Steadman, Goulais River U.C., Goulais River, Ont.

God of Easter glory,...
…the words that he shared: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen.















CENTERING

MINUTE FOR MISSION – Rooted and Rising
[image: Trees with Flowers]
The stone was rolled away in a small, overlooked place. Not in the centre of power, or a crowded city. Across Canada, in small towns and rural communities, churches continue to be places of discovery and renewed life. 
In Fort Nelson, British Columbia, Hillcrest United Church has stood on the northern landscape for more than 60 years. In a place shaped by distance and long winters, the church gathers neighbours in prayer, in song, and in everyday acts of care. Traditions are honoured, new life is welcomed, and everyone is invited in. 
In Chipman, New Brunswick, volunteers at Chipman United Church prepare meals for neighbours who need them. Young people help lead worship. When some members could no longer attend in person, the church carried worship online—and discovered thousands of people joining to be part of that circle of prayer. 
At Tobermory United Church, the building hums with life throughout the week. Community groups gather and space is shared with neighbouring congregations. Down the road, their thrift shop offers affordable goods—and when someone needs help, those items are tenderly given. 
This is rural ministry. Creative, determined, and deeply rooted in community. These churches are not fading away. They are adapting, experimenting, and opening their doors in new ways so faith and community can continue to flourish. 
At Easter, we proclaim that new life can break through even when the future feels uncertain. 
Through Mission and Service, we help make that possible. Together, we strengthen communities that continue to serve, welcome, and care in places across this country. 
This Easter, please give generously to Mission and Service. We are helping to ensure that hope continues to rise—in rural communities across Canada, and around the world. 





SCRIPTURE READINGS

Responsive Reading: Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 (VU p. 837) Parts 1,2,3
Sung Response: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Gospel Reading: John 20:1-18 – NRSV(UE)







HYMN – VU #166 Joy Comes with the Dawn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKtDGXLq9xQ 

Refrain: Joy comes with the dawn;
Joy comes with the morning sun;
Joy springs from the tomb and scatters the night with her song,
Joy comes with the dawn.

Weeping may come;
Weeping may come in the night, 
when dark shadows cloud our sight.			R

Sorrow will turn,
Sorrow will turn into song, 
and God’s laughter makes us strong.			R

We will rejoice,
We will rejoice, and give praise, 
to the the One who brings us grace.			R


REFLECTION
[image: ]
HYMN - VU #179 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Give Thanks!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-KNY7b_C2k 

“Hallelujah, hallelujah. Give thanks to the risen Christ.
Hallelujah, hallelujah. Give praise to God’s name.

Jesus is Lord of all the earth,
Firstborn of all creation.   Hallelujah…

Spread the good news o’er all the earth:
Jesus has died and is risen.   Hallelujah….

We have been crucified with Christ,
Now we shall live forever.   Hallelujah…

Come let us praise the living God,
Joyfully sing to our Saviour.   Hallelujah…”

OFFERING – 
DOXOLOGY VU #538 For the Gift of Creation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIdQaBbIfEE 

For the gift of creation, the gift of your love,
And the gift of the Spirit by which we live,
We thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.
May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.







PRAYER OF DEDICATION – Laura J. Turnbull, Penticton, B.C.

God of Abundance, we come before you, having received your call. We offer to you our hearts and these offerings in humility and thankfulness for your love. Empower us to be your living word. In the name of the Resurrected One, we pray. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

HYMN – MV #122 This is the Day (English, French, English)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WlibNOjrI8 

This is the day that God has made;
We will rejoice and be glad!
This is the day that God has made;
We will rejoice and be glad!
Singing hallelu! Singing hallelu! Singing hallelu!
We will rejoice and be glad!
Singing hallelu! Singing hallelu! Singing hallelu!
We will rejoice and be glad!

Voici le jour que Dieu a fait;
Nous le vivrons dans la joie.
Voici le jour que Dieu a fait;
Nous le vivrons dans la joie.
Chantant Allelu! Chantant Allelu! Chantant Allelu! 
Nous le vivrons dans la joie!
Chantant Allelu! Chantant Allelu! Chantant Allelu! 
Nous le vivrons dans la joie!

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING – Keith Mayers, Grace U.C., Brampton, Ont.

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE


SENDING SONG – GO NOW IN PEACE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YubJLU7N1Ug 

Go now in peace, never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there filling you with love.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.
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Covenant United Church
230 Eighth Ave
Timmins, ON
(705) 264-5518
covenanttimmins@ntl.sympatico.ca
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