4

           Covenant
The United Church of Canada
a safe place for all people to worship
Minister: Rev. Laura Hutchison
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Sunday, April 26th, 2026 
4th Sunday of Easter and Annual General Meeting




(ring the chime once)




WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church. This morning, as we worship, we are also exploring the work, learning, and fellowship that God is calling us to. Welcome to everyone. If you are a person who has been coming here for some time, if you are new to this community, or visiting – you are welcome just as you are, and your presence and your voice are valued.


[image: ]   
Coffee Volunteers:  May 3rd Sundae Sunday:  hosted by Rob and Joy.    June 14th: Annual Windup lunch: hosted by Heather & Veronica (sponsored by Gary and Fran). If you are willing to help out for this fellowship opportunity, please contact Heather.

[image: ]
Earth Day Tree 
For Earth Day we are hoping to replace our 75th anniversary tree located at Mattagami Region Conservation Authority. Our tree succumbed to the elements. If you would like to donate please see Joy. 


Annual General Meeting April 26th 10:30am [image: ]

The Annual Meeting is being held today April 26 during church service. There will be elections for council members. Hoping to have new members at large (attend council but are not on a committee). Heather is nomination’s chair so please forward any names to her.
Finances – Heather Laverdiere & Susan Boisvert
January 1, 2026 to March 31, 2026
· General Fund: Revenue $ 24,910.63
         		Expenses $ 28,107.17
From Investment   $ 0
· Building Funds: Revenue $ 535.00
  Expenses $ 895.85
· M&S: 		Revenue $ 1,590.00

Account balances are now: General Fund: $ 23,195.00   Building Fund $ 8,874.00    Outreach $ 62.00
Investments $119,782.75 (as of December 31, 2025)


 [image: ] Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30am – 4:00pm except for the last week of April. Office hours will be Tuesday April 28th from 9:30-4pm.

(ring the chime)








LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE – 
Let us prepare ourselves for worship, and for our Annual Meeting with the words of the prophet Isaiah in chapter 43:18,19
Do not dwell on the former things
    or focus too highly on the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing;
    now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
    and rivers in the desert.
(the candle is lit)

HYMN – Voices United #401 Worship the Lord (V. 1,2,3,5)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUoEiAQ6obw 

Refrain: 
Group 1: Worship the Lord 
Group 2: Worship the Lord
ALL: Praise the Creator, the Spirit, the Son,
Group 1: raising our hands 
Group 2: raising our hands
ALL: in devotion to God who is one!

Raising our hands as a sign of rejoicing,
and with our lips our togetherness voicing,
giving ourselves to a life of creativeness,
worship and work must be one! 			Refrain





Praying and training that we be a blessing,
and by our handiwork daily confessing:
we are committed to serving humanity,
worship and work must be one! 			Refrain

Refrain: 
Group 1: Worship the Lord 
Group 2: Worship the Lord
ALL: Praise the Creator, the Spirit, the Son,
Group 1: raising our hands 
Group 2: raising our hands
ALL: in devotion to God who is one!


Called to be partners with God in creation,
honouring Christ as the Lord of the nation,
we must be ready for risk and for sacrifice,
worship and work must be one!			Refrain

Now in response to the life you are giving
help us, Creator, to offer our living,
seeking a just and a healing society,
worship and work must be one! 			Refrain



WORD FOR ALL AGES- What is an AGM?

PRAYER 


CHILDREN’S HYMN- MV #115 Behold! I Make Something New  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p_tfEAm1F8 
Behold, behold,
I make all things new, beginning with you
and starting from today.
Behold, behold, 
I make all things new, my promise is true,
For I am Christ the way.

Children can go to Sunday School 


CALL TO WORSHIP and WORK

In The United Church of Canada, inspired, resilient, and diverse contextual communities of disciples seek to continue the story of Jesus by embodying Christ’s presence in the world. The church is present and deeply connected coast-to-coast-to-coast in rural and urban settings, and in ecumenical and global relationships. Guided by hope-filled, adaptive and effective ministry leaders, the denomination is increasingly multigenerational, multiracial, and intercultural.
Can we collaborate with God—who has created and is creating—to see this vision come to life?
Can you imagine your place and our community’s place in this future?






We sing of a church
seeking to continue the story of Jesus
by embodying Christ’s presence in the world.
We are called together by Christ
as a community of broken but hopeful believers,
loving what he loved,
living what he taught,
striving to be faithful servants of God
in our time and place.
— excerpt from A Song of Faith

CENTERING

SCRIPTURE READING – Isaiah 43:18-19 – The Voice

REFLECTION – Toward 2035






OFFERING HYMN – More Voices #182 Grateful
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cs8M8Mvq5Tk&t=14s 

Refrain: Grateful for the life you give us, thankful for your Holy Son,
Joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love.
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, thankful for your Holy Word,
Joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you.

You are more than we imagine, 
Ancient, Holy, Living Lord.
Even when we doubt your presence 
you are faithful to your Word.				R

May our lives proclaim your justice, 
may our voices sing your praise.
May our hands work in your service 
to the glory of your name.				R

OFFERING – With gratitude, and joy we bring our gifts of time, talent, and treasure to the altar. We pray that they will be multiplied, and used effectively for God’s ministry here, and around the world. Amen.


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA 





HYMN – Voices United #718 O God, You Gave Your Servant John  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USu2JooC0rI 

O God, you gave your servant John 
a vision of the world to come:
A radiant city filled with light, 
where you with us will make your home,
Where neither grief nor pain shall dwell, 
since former things have passed away,
And where they need no sun nor moon, 
Your glory lights eternal day.

Our cities wear great shrouds of pain, 
beneath our gleaming towers of wealth
The homeless crouch in rain and snow, 
the poor cry out for strength and health.
Youth’s hope is dimmed by ignorance; 
unwilling, workers idled stand,
Indifference walks unheeding by 
as hunger stretches out its hand.

Come, Lord, make real John’s vision fair; 
come, dwell with us, make all things new;
We try in vain to save our world 
unless our help shall come from you.
Come, strengthen us to live in love; 
bid hatred, greed, injustice cease.
Your glory all the light we need, 
let all our cities shine forth peace

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING 

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE


SENDING SONG – GO NOW IN PEACE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YubJLU7N1Ug 

Go now in peace, never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there filling you with love.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.
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