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(ring the chime once)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church! You are welcome here where the ordinary is sanctified, where humanity is celebrated in all of its diversity, and compassion is expected. In this place together, we make it a holy place where love can dwell.


[image: ]   Coffee Volunteers:  May 3rd Sundae Sunday:  hosted by Rob and Joy.    June 14th: Annual Windup lunch: hosted by Heather & Veronica (sponsored by Gary and Fran). If you are willing to help out for this fellowship opportunity, please contact Heather.

[image: ]Earth Week April 16-26  
Communities of faith, networks, and regions are invited to initiate and participate in climate justice events during the week of April 19–26. Start with three simple steps:

PRAY to connect with God's and God's Creation.
LEARN about the realities and solutions to climate change.
ACT for climate justice
Visit the UCC website for more info about how you can Pray - Learn - Act.

Earth Day Tree
For Earth Day we are hoping to replace our 75th anniversary tree located at Mattagami Region Conservation Authority. Our tree succumbed to the elements. If you would like to donate please see Joy. 
Annual General Meeting April 26th 10:30am [image: ]
The Annual Meeting is being held April 26 during church service. There will be elections for council members. Hoping to have new members at large (attend council but are not on a committee). Heather is nomination’s chair so please forward any names to her.



Finances – Heather Laverdiere & Susan Boisvert
January 1, 2026 to March 31, 2026
· General Fund: Revenue $ 24,910.63
         		Expenses $ 28,107.17
From Investment   $ 0
· Building Funds: Revenue $ 535
  Expenses $ 895.85
· M&S: Revenue $ 1,590

Account balances are now: General Fund: $ 23,195   Building Fund $ 8,874    Outreach $ 62
Investments $119,782.75 (as of December 31, 2025)


 [image: ] Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30am – 4:00pm except for the last week of April. Office hours will be Tuesday April 28th from 9:30-4pm.

(ring the chime)


LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE – Beth W. Johnston, Nipawan, Sask.

We pray:
“Let there be peace on earth.”
We sing:
“Give peace a chance.”
We light this candle welcoming the peace of Christ.
May God’s grace prompt us to become people of peace.

HYMN – VU #175 This is the Day That God has Made
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKMr_sYstaU 

This is the day that God has made!
Rejoice! Rejoice, and be exceeding glad!
This is the day that God has made!
Rejoice! Rejoice! Hallelujah! 

Christ has conquered death at last,
Left the tomb that held him fast!
Gone the sorrow, gone the night,
Dawns the morning clear and bright!

Jesus lives who once was dead,
Lives forever, as he said!
Risen now our Saviour, King;
Songs of gladness let us sing!”

This is the day that God has made!
Rejoice! Rejoice, and be exceeding glad!
This is the day that God has made!
Rejoice! Rejoice! Hallelujah! 






WORD FOR ALL AGES

PRAYER (you can repeat after me)

CHILDREN’S HYMN – MV #191 What Can I Do? (two or three times)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dfml-rfByeM 

What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love.
I’ll do my share.

Children may go to Sunday School


CALL TO WORSHIP – Psalm 116:selected verses

I love the Lord because he has heard
    my voice and my supplications.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
    therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me;
    the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
    I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the Lord,
    “O Lord, I pray, save my life!”
What shall I return to the Lord
    for all his generosity to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
    and call on the name of the Lord;
I will pay my vows to the Lord
    in the presence of all his people.
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
    and call on the name of the Lord.
Together, in worship and song
We praise the Lord!

PRAYER OF APPROACH – Bill Steadman, Goulais River U.C., Goulais River, Ont.

God of Easter glory, the one who uplifts us for the days and weeks ahead, 
be a soothing presence in our lives.
Give us the energy we need to be a people of service; provide us with the grace we need to be a people who show care and concern for others.
Offer us the strength we need to support those who need our encouragement and love.
Let us not forget that life is made full and vibrant when we recognize the need for a presence beyond ourselves, and you, O God, provide that presence whenever we open ourselves to you.
With thanks for your guidance in the past and with anticipation for your presence in the future, we offer these prayers, mindful of the way that Jesus also encouraged us by the words that he shared: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

CENTERING

MINUTE FOR MISSION – Flowing Beyond the Banks
[image: Chipman United Church window]
In Chipman, New Brunswick, along the Salmon River, community isn’t just an idea—it’s how life flows. For over 126 years, Chipman United Church has been woven into the heart of the town.
The congregation is small—mostly seniors with a handful of youth, four of whom now help lead worship—and the choir is modest. But the impact is anything but small. Each month, about sixty meals are prepared and delivered through the LIFT program, feeding children, seniors, and neighbours who can’t leave home. The church hall hosts community groups and sports programs, and members pour hot chocolate at the Christmas parade. Service here isn’t occasional; it’s a habit.
When some members could no longer attend in person, the church brought worship online. What was expected to reach twenty people drew thousands. Prayer requests now arrive by email, and a painting of the sanctuary is being turned into cards to remind those who feel alone that they belong.
This is rural ministry: rooted, connected, and alive. Mission and Service helps sustain communities like Chipman, keeping churches at the centre of town life.
We can make a difference together. When we give to Mission and Service, we help ensure that churches like Chipman continue to feed, care for, and connect their communities. Donate today and be part of keeping this heart of the town alive.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 – Good News Translation

SUNG RESPONSE: MORE VOICES #13 Let the Power Fall on Me! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUIyT_TTsKQ 

Refrain: O let the power fall on me, my Lord,
    O let the power fall on me.
    O let the power from heaven fall on me,
    Let the power fall on me.

    For we want justice and truth and love, my Lord,
    For we want justice and truth and love.
    For we want justice and truth and love, my Lord,
    For we want justice and truth and love.      R			

    For we want power to live as one, my Lord,
    For we want power to live as one.
    For we want power to live as one, my Lord,
    For we want power to live as one.	        R

Luke 24:13-35 – Good News Translation



HYMN – MV #199 When At This Table
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8lszLOYkWk

When at this table I receive a blessing,
the broken bread, the wine of life for me,
then let me share the peace with you, my neighbour,
and let the Spirit set our spirits free.

If at this table I have need of healing,
unbidden grief, relationship gone wrong,
then let me know the hands of God enfolding,
and let lament become believing song.

If at this table I forget the hungry,
the dispossessed and warfare’s spreading stain,
then let this bread become the bread of judgment,
this wine the sharp awareness of that pain.

If at this table I make dedication
to give my life in serving what is good,
then let my centre be where God invites me,
and show the words of Jesus understood.

What faith I have, I bring to join this table,
what hope I hold, in Christ is taught and true;
with brothers, sisters, I will share the blessing,
the feast where God is making all things new.





REFLECTION










HYMN – More Voices #135 Called by Earth and Sky
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCjEoTM6Cvc 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high,
This is our sacred living trust,
Treasure of life sanctified,
Called by earth and sky.

Precious these waters, endless seas,
Deep ocean’s dream,
Waters of healing, rivers of rain,
The wash of love again.

Precious this gift, the air we breathe;
Wind born and free.
Breath of the Spirit, blow through this place,
Our gathering and our grace.				R

Precious these mountains, ancient sands;
Vast fragile land.
Seeds of our wakening, rooted and strong,
Creation’s faithful song.

Precious the fire that lights our way,
Bright dawning day.
Fire of passion, sorrows undone,
Our faith and justice one.				R

OFFERING INVITATION – from Psalm 116 (selected verses)

I love the Lord because he has heard
    my voice and my prayers.
Because he listened to me,
    therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
What shall I return to the Lord
    for all his abundance to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
    and call on the name of the Lord;

DOXOLOGY – All That I Am
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVH0GzBs1WM 

All that I am, all that I do, 
All that I'll ever have I offer now to you.
Take and sanctify these gifts
For your glory, Lord.
Knowing that I love and serve you
Is enough reward.

Refrain: All that I am, all that I do,
All that I'll ever have I offer now to you.
  
All that I dream, all that I pray,
All that I'll ever make I give to you today
Take and sanctify these gifts
For your glory, Lord.
Knowing that I love and serve you
Is enough reward. 		(Refrain)






PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION – 
Karen Pryznyk, Okotoks U.C., Okotoks, Alta.

We thank you, Giver of all gifts.
We remember our blessings.
With open hearts, we commit to living a life of generosity.
With generous sharing, we declare that we are a people nurtured in your abundant love.
With our contributions to the future of this community of faith, we proclaim that we are a people of hope.
We are an Easter people!
Hallelujah! Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
HYMN – The People’s Choice

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING - Bill Perry, Belleville, Ont


EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE


SENDING SONG – GO NOW IN PEACE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YubJLU7N1Ug 

Go now in peace, never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there filling you with love.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.
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