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PROCESSIONAL HYMN AND PARADE OF THE PALMS – 
VU #124 He Came Riding on a Donkey
Gordon Light of the Common Cup Company
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4y4ok2DwwS8 

He came riding on a donkey, he came riding into town;
Slow and easy kind of lowly he came riding with the dawn.
His disciples walked beside him, staying close, a little shy;
Not too sure where he would guide them, on to live or on to die.
But all the morning sang his praises; waking birds and dancing wind,
Here he is, the Son of David; riding on to take his throne.

Then the children gathered, singing, shouts of laughter, bursting cheer;
In the streets their song was ringing, “Hosannas” filled the morning air.
Timid adults strained to see him, caught the Spirit, joined the song;
Spread their cloaks along before him, branches flashing in the sun.
So all the city sang his praises; waking street and dancing crowd;
Here he is, the Son of David; our Messiah, Son of God.

In our fasting, and our feasting, called to follow in his way;
Called to walk his road to Easter, called to live his cross today.
Hosanna to the Son of David, hosanna in the heavens above;
Blessed is he who comes to save us, blessed is he who brings his love.
Let us join to sing his praises; open hearts and souls to God;
He is with us, Son of David; God’s Messiah, Christ the Lord.

(ring the chime once)










WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Covenant United Church! You are welcome here where the ordinary is sanctified, where humanity is celebrated in all of its diversity, and compassion is expected. In this place together, we make it a holy place where love can dwell.

[image: ]   Coffee Volunteers:  March 29:  Hot cross buns:  Heather & Veronica. April:  No coffee (Easter and Music Festival) May 10:  Sundae/Sunday:  Rob and friends
June ?:  Windup lunch:  Heather & Veronica (sponsored by Gary and Fran). If you are willing to help out for this fellowship opportunity, please contact Heather.

[image: ] Comfort and outreach during flu and cold season -- Covenant is offering soup in a cup for anyone in need for themselves or for a friend. Several varieties of soup are available in the fridge freezer in the kitchen. Help yourself. No charge, just enjoy! 


[image: ]Once again, prison chaplains have asked for donations of subscriptions to the Broadview magazine to provide access to stories of spirituality, justice and ethical living and improve literacy to prison inmates. A subscription is $30. If you would like to donate, please contact Joy.


April 02:  Maundy Thursday Potluck Dinner with communion (please let Heather or Veronica know if you are planning on attending and we hope you are).


April 03:  Good Friday Service at 10:30 am


April 05:  Easter Sunday


Recycled Grocery Bags



Project Love/Mountjoy United is in need of recycled grocery bags, plastic or cloth to use in distributing their meals on Monday evenings. There is a bin in the cloak room marked Bags for Project Love to place your contributions. Thank you.

Finances Update – Heather Laverdiere & Susan Boisvert

January 1, 2026 to February 28, 2026
· General Fund: Revenue $ 17711.63
         			  Expenses $ 19307.89
  From Investment   $ 0

· Building Funds: Revenue $ 360
  			    Expenses $ 895.85

· M&S: Revenue $ 1070

Account balances are now: General Fund: $ 24,780   
  Building Fund $ 8,699     
  Outreach $ 47

Investments $119,782.75 (as of December 31, 2025)
 [image: ] Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30am – 4:00pm.







LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE – Bill Perry, Belleville, Ont.

Folks came from Jerusalem, came out to meet Jesus, when rumours spoke of his arrival. A donkey was found, as he directed, for Jesus to ride as he entered the city. Cloaks were thrown over the animal. People marked their celebrating by waving palm branches and saluting Jesus as king, calling on him to save them with their hosannas. Jesus was the light that fitted their needs.

[bookmark: _Hlk224721899]This morning, we light this Christ candle as we welcome Jesus. We call to Jesus as the light in our lives, a light defined by his life, death, and resurrection.









WORD FOR ALL AGES

CHILDREN’S HYMN VU #664 What a Friend
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9GoFOlCRmw 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged, take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Christ the Saviour is our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do our friends despise, forsake us? Are we tempted to despair?
Jesus’ strength will shield our weakness, 
and we’ll find new courage there.




CALL TO WORSHIP – based on Psalm 118, selected verses
Tell the Lord how thankful you are,
because our God is kind and always merciful.

RESPONSE: VU #123 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (verse 1)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPpm9MDRGxg 

Hosanna, loud hosanna
the happy children sang;
through pillared court and temple
the joyful anthem rang;
to Jesus, who had blessed them
close folded to his breast,
the children sang their praises,
the simplest and the best.

Let every true worshiper of the Lord shout,
    “God is always merciful!”
(loudly) – God is always merciful!

When I was really hurting, I prayed to the Lord.
My prayers were answered,
    And my worries were taken away.
Nations surrounded me, They attacked from all sides,
but I got rid of them by the power of the Lord.
They swarmed around like bees, but by the power of the Lord,
    I got rid of them and their fiery sting.
My power and my strength come from the Lord.




RESPONSE: VU #123 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (verse 3)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPpm9MDRGxg 

'Hosanna in the highest!'
That ancient song we sing,
for Christ is our Redeemer;
earth, let your anthems ring.
O may we ever praise him
with heart and life and voice,
and in his humble presence
eternally rejoice!

PRAYER OF APPROACH – 
adapted from Wendy MacLean, Brockville, Ont.

In the midst of celebration and the joy of experiencing your blessings poured out on our children and on us, we pause to give thanks.
Holy One, strengthen our faith and direct our path 
as we travel with you, and when we get tired 
and fear makes us stumble, 
renew our conviction to follow you; 
and if we forget, may surprising messengers remind us 
through their simple confidence in you. Amen.








PRAYER OF CONFESSION – for Philippians 2:5–11
Anita Ouellette, Ebenezer U.C., Campbellville, Ont

Loving God, forgive us for our selfish ways and for ignoring the needs of others.
Make us servants who are a blessing to all who surround us.
Forgive us for our insecurities and for not trusting where you lead.
Make us confident followers of your word and way.
Forgive us for turning the other way when things get tough.
Make us bearers of our crosses as your son willingly carried his.
Forgive us for our greed, which causes so much damage to your creation.
Make us conscientious people who put the needs of your creation before our own desires.
We exalt and delight in your mercy and grace, for you are our one and only hope of salvation.
We praise your name, our glorious God. Amen.












CENTERING 


MINUTE FOR MISSION – Rooted and Rising
[image: Trees with Flowers]
The stone was rolled away in a small, overlooked place. Not in the centre of power, or a crowded city. Across Canada, in small towns and rural communities, churches continue to be places of discovery and renewed life. 
In Fort Nelson, British Columbia, Hillcrest United Church has stood on the northern landscape for more than 60 years. In a place shaped by distance and long winters, the church gathers neighbours in prayer, in song, and in everyday acts of care. Traditions are honoured, new life is welcomed, and everyone is invited in. 
In Chipman, New Brunswick, volunteers at Chipman United Church prepare meals for neighbours who need them. Young people help lead worship. When some members could no longer attend in person, the church carried worship online—and discovered thousands of people joining to be part of that circle of prayer. 



At Tobermory United Church, the building hums with life throughout the week. Community groups gather and space is shared with neighbouring congregations. Down the road, their thrift shop offers affordable goods—and when someone needs help, those items are tenderly given. 

This is rural ministry. Creative, determined, and deeply rooted in community. These churches are not fading away. They are adapting, experimenting, and opening their doors in new ways so faith and community can continue to flourish. 
At Easter, we proclaim that new life can break through even when the future feels uncertain. 

Through Mission and Service, we help make that possible. Together, we strengthen communities that continue to serve, welcome, and care in places across this country. 
This Easter, please give generously to Mission and Service. We are helping to ensure that hope continues to rise—in rural communities across Canada, and around the world. 
                                                                                    






SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 21:1-11 – New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition
Jesus’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
SUNG RESPONSE: MV #121 Hey Now, Singing Hallelujah! (verses1,2,5, with refrain)      https://youtube.com/watch?v=UsWRe81ON6M 

Refrain: Hey now! Singing hallelujah! 
Hey now! The morning has come!
Hey now! Singing hallelujah! 
The tomb was empty at the rising sun.
Repeat the last line of the refrain twice after the last refrain.

 Jesus loved people and he made them friends,
 Hey now, the tomb was empty.
 He called to the children and the women and men.  
 Hey now, the tomb was empty. R.

Jesus healed people and he helped them be well.
Hey now, the tomb was empty.
He taught about God in the stories he’d tell.
Hey now, the tomb was empty. 	R.

(5) Jesus loves people and he lives again!
Hey now, the tomb was empty.
Calls us disciples and he calls us his friends.
Hey now, the tomb was empty. 	R. 



REFLECTION

[image: ]
















HYMN – VU #371 Open My Eyes that I May See
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0-CAf0Z-yw 

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hand the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit Divine!

Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear;
and while the wave-notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit Divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere;
open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!


INVITATION TO THE OFFERING – Jeff Werner, Acton ON
In Christ, we are able to let our offerings flow with gratitude and appreciation!




DOXOLOGY – TUNE: VU #541 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God throughout these 40 days. 
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
And praise the Spirit who imparts 
God's love in Christ into our hearts.


PRAYERS OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING – 

We thank you, God, for the ability to share our time, talents, money and resources to further your work in the world. Bless these gifts that they may provide for our neighbours near and far. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and the LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.





 HYMN – the people’s choice


COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING – Liturgies from Below, p.53
God sees each of us and calls us by name.
Calling us to stand firm in the face of oppression and injustice.
May we stand firm then as the Holy Spirit enlivens our hope,
as Jesus Christ renews our faith,
as God enfolds us in love as we go from this sanctuary, in peace.


EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE


SENDING SONG – GO NOW IN PEACE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YubJLU7N1Ug 

Go now in peace, never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there filling you with love.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.





















[image: ]
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He is not here;
he has risen,
just as he said.
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