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[image: ]           
(Ring the chime once)

CHORAL INTROIT – Gather #418 Dwelling Place

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Covenant United Church! You are welcome here where the ordinary is sanctified, where humanity is celebrated in all of its diversity, and compassion is expected. In this place together, we make it a holy place where love can dwell.

[image: ]  October is Sockoctober month sponsored by The Kinettes. Donations of socks would be appreciated. There is a box in the foyer for socks. Let’s beat last year’s number of 58 pairs (we already have 6 pair). Thank you for donations. Outreach Committee

[image: ]  We are looking for volunteers to host our coffee hours.  If you are willing to help, please contact Heather.

[image: ]  Thank you to the Prayer Shawl Group and others for their donations on behalf of Covenant United to the Lord’s Kitchen for folks in need this winter. (31 pr mitts, 14 toques, 3 neck warmers and 6 pr socks were donated).  Much appreciated. Keep knitting…..
 
Prayer Shawls Donated
This month 5 prayer shawls were donated to families who recently lost a loved one. Recently 8 prayer shawls were donated to Ellevive (Francophone Women’s Shelter). Again, thank you to our knitters for donating time and effort to comfort others.

Next prayer shawl meeting will be October 30th from 1:00 until 3:00 pm.  All are welcome.
[image: ]  Anyone interested in ordering a 2026 church calendar, please sign the list on the bulletin board in the foyer.
[image: ]  Covenant Outreach invites folks to donate to our local food banks in the month of November. Donations will be shared with Timmins Food Bank and South Porcupine Food Bank.  We appreciate your support.  Thank you.
[image: ] Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:00 – 3:30. 

(ring the chime)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE -- (read responsively)
Red like maple leaves, yellow like birch leaves, orange like oak leaves;
the colours of fall are the colours of fire.
We light this Christ candle in gratitude for the love of Christ, 
in gratitude for the Body of Christ, 
in gratitude for the changing seasons, 
in gratitude for this day.
(the candle is lit)

[bookmark: _Hlk207804230]CALL TO WORSHIP (from “A Song of Faith” UCCan, 2006)
We offer worship as an outpouring of gratitude and awe
and a practice of opening ourselves
to God’s still, small voice of comfort,
to God’s rushing whirlwind of challenge.
Through word, music, art, and sacrament,
in community and in solitude,
God changes our lives, our relationships, and our world.
The Spirit challenges us to celebrate the holy
not only in what is familiar,
but also in that which seems foreign.
We sing of the Spirit,
who speaks our prayers of deepest longing 
and enfolds our concerns and confessions,
Transforming us and the world.

STORY TIME 

CHILDREN’S HYMN –MV #92 Like a Rock (two or three times)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DE4t9YIZtxw  
Like a rock, like a rock, God is under our feet.
Like the starry night sky God is over our head.
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore.

PRAYERS OF APPROACH – from Liturgies from Below, p.39
Response: MV #14 Where Two or Three are Gathered in my Name  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxADfVDVlc0 
All sing: where two or three are gathered in my name
I am there. I am there. repeat
Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who are struggling hard and carrying heavy loads, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28)
So come, in your need and your pain, 
in your anger and in your powerlessness.
So come, those of us subject to immigration controls, 
and those of us seeking to overthrow them.
So come, those of us who live with the bittersweet experience of exile, 
and those of us who long for our true home in the Kingdom, 
which is at hand now, and is to come.
All sing: where two or three are gathered in my name
I am there. I am there. repeat
So come, those of us who despair at the politics of our age, 
and those of us who seek to resist them.
So come, and find not just rest for your souls,
but a challenge for your rage;
not just healing of your pain,
but love in your loneliness and alienation;
not just God’s loving kindness,
but energy to resist Empire’s cruel curse.
All sing: where two or three are gathered in my name
I am there. I am there.  repeat
Come.

CENTERING

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
One: Frances Kitson, of Whitehorse United Church in the Yukon asks us to consider this question:
Do we really embrace the theology from the scriptures that teaches us to cherish every little and every big thing in creation, knowing that everything belongs to God… and we are merely caretakers, nurturers,...the Body of Christ.
All: Open our eyes, and our ears
Open our hearts and our lives
To hear the word of truth from the scriptures
To teach us to be thankful
That we may be FILLED with gratitude
This day, and every day. Amen.



SCRIPTURE READINGS
2 Timothy 4:6-8, and 16-18 – The Voice
Luke 18:9-14 – The Voice

HYMN – VU #381 Spirit of Life (three times)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddYL-Ghj0Fg 
Spirit of Life, come unto me.
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
Roots hold me close; wings set me free;
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me.

REFLECTION

[bookmark: _Hlk207803787][bookmark: _Hlk207803814]HYMN – VU #375 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bs6f9vA6s2o&list=PLJ5l-D6vQ_mm4u_ZkFJ1A8xcrqy9TLalH&index=3 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,
blow thro' the wilderness calling and free,
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness,
Wind, Wind on the sea.

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
and over the eons you called to each thing:
wake from your slumbers and rise on your wings. (R)	

You swept thro' the desert, you stung with the sand,
and you goaded your people with a law and a land;
and when they were blinded with their idols and lies,
then you spoke thro' your prophets to open their eyes.  (R)		
You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still,
and down in the city you called once again,
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.	(R)	
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes,
from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams,
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes,
with bold new decisions your people arise. (R)	

[bookmark: _Hlk189044728]OFFERING INVITATION -- by Beth Johnston
We are called to participate in the healing of the world. Our offerings can enable this community and others to be what the church is called to be, offering healing and love.

DOXOLOGY – MV #185 Ev’ry Day Is a Day of Thanksgiving
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HgufbnZW_Eo 
Ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving.   
God, you've been so good to me.  
Ev’ry day you’re blessing me.
Ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving.  
I will glorify you, O my Lord, today!  (repeat)

You keep blessing me, blessing me, blessing me.  
You opened the door that I might see, you’re blessing me.
And you keep blessing me, blessing me, blessing me.  
I will glorify you, O my Lord, today!  (repeat)

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION -- by Beth Johnston
Loving God, we recognize that your blessings come in so many ways; we seek to be a blessing to others. Use and multiply these gifts so that the work of our church here and around the world can be a sign of your caring presence. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

HYMN – VU #507 Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Efs76-UEQWk 
Today we all are called to be 
disciples of the Lord,
to help to set the captive free, 
make ploughshares out of swords,
to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, 
make love and peace our fast,
to serve the poor and homeless first, 
our ease and comfort last.

God made the world and at its birth 
ordained our human race
to live as stewards of the earth, 
responding to God’s grace.
But we are vain and sadly proud, 
we sow not peace but strife,
our discord spreads a deadly cloud 
that threatens all of life.

Pray justice may come rolling down 
as in a mighty stream,
with righteousness in field and town 
to cleanse us and redeem.
For God is longing to restore 
an earth where conflicts cease,
a world that was created for 
a harmony of peace.

May we in service to our God 
act out the living Word,
and walk the road the saints have trod 
till all have seen and heard.
As stewards of the earth may we 
give thanks in one accord
to God who calls us all to be 
disciples of the Lord.

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING -- Laura J. Turnbull, Penticton, B.C.

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE

SENDING SONG – Go Now in Peace
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YubJLU7N1Ug 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know he will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there filling you with love.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.



Covenant United Church
230 Eighth Ave
Timmins, ON
(705) 264-5518
covenanttimmins@ntl.sympatico.ca
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