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[image: November 2nd - Album by November 2nd ...]           

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Covenant United Church! You are welcome here where the ordinary is sanctified, where humanity is celebrated in all of its diversity, and compassion is expected. In this place together, we make it a holy place where love can dwell.

[image: ]  October is Sockoctober month sponsored by The Kinettes. Donations of socks would be appreciated. There is a box in the foyer for socks. Let’s beat last year’s number of 58 pairs (we already have 6 pair). Thank you for donations. Outreach Committee

[image: ]  Coffee to follow the service this week, hosted by our choir.  But - we are looking for volunteers to host our coffee hours.  If you are willing to help, please contact Heather.
[image: ]  Anyone interested in ordering a 2026 church calendar, please sign the list on the bulletin board in the foyer.

[image: ]  Covenant Outreach invites folks to donate to our local food banks in the month of November. Donations will be shared with Timmins Food Bank and South Porcupine Food Bank.  We appreciate your support.  Thank you.
[image: ]  There will be a small group study – “Living Nativity” taking place on Sunday November 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th following the morning service in preparation for advent.  All are welcome.  Muffins will be provided.  Participants are welcome to bring along a lunch.
[image: ] Office hours are Wednesdays from 9:00 – 3:30. Cathie will be away on November 12th, so please have anything to the office for the bulletins by November 5th for November 9th & 16th.

(Ringing of the chimes)

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE TERRITORY
Long before those of us who are settlers, and those of us who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here. Many Nations of people lived—and live—on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the Creator to be stewards of this land and all that lives on it. We know these people as Indigenous.

Today, as we remember what it means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the Indigenous peoples of this land—and let us remember that we worship God on the historic (and unceded) territory of the Treaty 9. As Christ’s people, let us be people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation.

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 
We light this flame to affirm that new light is ever waiting to break through to enlighten our ways:  that new truth is ever waiting to break through to illumine our minds, and that new love is ever waiting to break through to warm our hearts. May we be open to this light, and to the rich possibilities that it brings us.  Charles A. Howe 			 (The Christ Candle is lit)

[bookmark: _Hlk207804230]HYMN – VU 222 Come, Let Us Sing 
Come, let us sing to the Lord our song,
we have stood silently too long;
surely the Lord deserves our praise,
so joyfully thank God for our days.

O thirsty soul, come drink at the well;
God’s living waters will never fail.
Surely the Lord will help you to stand,
strengthened and comforted by God’s hand.

You dwell among us and cause us to pray,
and walk with each other following your way;
our precious brothers and sisters will grow
in the fulfilling love they know.

Deserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing
to the desire of all living things.
Come, all you creatures, high and low,
let your praises endlessly flow.

CALL TO WORSHIP 
We gather today, proclaiming God’s love and seeking God’s blessing.
God loves us with an immeasurable love. God is with us always - even when we are unaware - even when we feel lost or alone.
In gratitude we come, proclaiming our thanksgiving and seeking to live out our love.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
Thanks be to God. Let us worship God


HYMN –VU #218 We Praise You, O God
We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;
we bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

We worship you, God of our mothers and fathers,
through trial and tempest, companion and guide.
When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us,
but faithful to your promise, you walk by our side.
With voices united our praises we offer
and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
Our sins now confessing, we pray for your blessing,
to you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!

OPENING PRAYER
Generous God, giver of every good and perfect gift, we lift our voices today to express our thanks and praise. For health and strength, for family and friends, for our homes and this church community, and for your abiding and life-giving presence, we say thank you. For your love, which knows no bounds, and for empowering us to share your love with others, we sing your praise. Make us deeply aware of your presence today as we gather together to worship, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Lord, save us from ourselves
We continue to do the same things over and over expecting different results.
Lord, save us from doing too much.
We go fishing every day, not noticing you waiting with a meal on the beach.
Lord, save us from doing too little.
We say we love you and yet so often we neglect your sheep.
Lord, save us from ourselves.
Help us to hear and respond when you say, “Follow Me”.

HYMN – VU # 567 Will You Come and Follow Me
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let me love be shown, will you let my name be known,
will you let me life be grown in you and you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

Christ, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

CENTERING
MINUTE FOR MISSION

Faith, Farming, and Friendship

For the first time in human history, more people live in cities than in rural areas, and that shift has brought new challenges, especially in caring for the Earth. In Japan, your Mission and Service gifts support a partner that’s responding with vision and hope: the Asian Rural Institute (ARI).

Founded in 1973 by Rev. Dr. Toshihiro Takami, ARI trains rural leaders from the Global South in servant leadership, sustainable agriculture, and community building. Each year, participants from around the world come together for nine months of hands-on learning, studying, farming, cooking, and cleaning side by side. The farm provides almost all of the food they eat, and the surplus supports their neighbours.

This year, your support through Mission and Service helped purchase a used minibus for ARI and provided scholarships for six participants: Arun from Sri Lanka, Robert from Liberia, Lily from Zambia, Lukogo from Congo, Sarmo from Indonesia, and Bob from Kenya.

They’re learning organic farming methods like composting, natural pest control, and ways to keep soil healthy. As Arun says, “God creates everything in order. If things are in order, then everything will be okay. Everything is connected.”

But the lessons go beyond agriculture. Students also learn about servant leadership, leading by serving others. “Peace is number one,” explains Bob. “Then love.”

For Lily from Zambia, it’s been especially powerful to see so many women in leadership roles. She shares, “It inspired me to show others what is possible.”

Life at ARI isn’t easy. Days begin early, with prayer and physical work. Cultural differences, personalities, and misunderstandings do sometimes lead to conflict. Yet these tensions also provide rich opportunities to learn reconciliation, communication, and collective responsibility. Robert said, “It is wonderful to be in diversity. There are a lot of things I like and don’t like. It is a challenge to learn to overcome them. It shifted my perception on how to live, to respect culture and not to offend. It is teaching me how to live.” Arun summed up, “It is sacred to live in this environment.”
Through your gifts for Mission and Service, participants at ARI experience transformation in their faith, their farming, and their leadership. And when they return home, they bring that transformation with them, helping their communities grow in hope, peace, and sustainability. Thank you.

Thank you for helping seeds of change take root around the world. To learn more about ARI and the participants you support, you can read the full story online.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Psalm 138 (VU p. 860)
John 21:15–19

REFLECTION

[bookmark: _Hlk207803787][bookmark: _Hlk207803814]HYMN – VU #506 Take My Life and Let It Be

Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, all for thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet, and let them be
swift and purposeful for thee.

Take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from thee;
take my intellect, and use
every power as thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine;
take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love: and I will pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

[bookmark: _Hlk189044728]OFFERING 
God’s blessings are all around us. For all that we have and for all that we are, we give God thanks and praise. We are now given an opportunity to be a blessing to others. Through our PAR commitments, through our money, and through our time and talents, we now return to God, so that we might be a part of God’s love and God’s mission. Our offering will now be received.

OFFERING DOXOLOGY 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of gift and giftedness,
Hear our prayers and receive this offering.
In these plates, along with monies given through PAR,
is our offering, a reflection of our “glad and generous hearts.”
By your blessing and our labours may this offering be transformed
into food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty,
clothing for the naked, community for the lonely.
And through our ministries may your good news be heard,
your peace be felt, and your love be known.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Creating God, we thank you for the gift that is life: for the changing seasons, for the tiny seeds that in your Holy Mystery become life-sustaining food, cleansed air, beauty to behold, and life itself.
We thank you for the gift of life.

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of family, friends, and community—those who know us so well that they know when to hold our hand and when to let go. We thank you for those people who journey with us in our times of joy and especially in our times of sorrow.
We thank you for the gift of love.

Compassionate God, we thank you for holding us in troubling times. We pray for those who are journeying through illness, awaiting medical diagnosis, those with life-threatening and degenerative diseases. We know that we do not journey alone but that you are always with us.
We thank you for the gift of compassion.

Challenging God, we thank you for writing your law upon our hearts so that we are called to seek justice and to love kindness. Thank you for moving us to action and challenging us to be your hands and feet in a world so desperately in need of healing.
We thank you for the gift of challenge.

God of all time and place, we thank you for the gifts of life, love, compassion, and challenge. Help us to know that each small individual action together with another’s  can make a difference to the world and make a world of difference. May your kingdom  come on earth as it is in heaven.
We thank you for the gift of our call to discipleship.

Let us join our hearts, minds, and voices together as we pray the prayer our Saviour taught…

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen.
HYMN – MV #41 O Beautiful Gaia

O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.
O beautiful Gaia, calling us on.
Soil yielding its harvest, O Gaia, calling us home.
Soil yielding its harvest, calling us on. (R)

Waves crashing on granite, O Gaia, calling us home.
Waves crashing on granite, calling us on. (R)

Pine bending in windstorm, O Gaia, calling us home.
Pine bending in windstorm, calling us on. (R)
Loon nesting in marshland, O Gaia, calling us home.
Loon nesting in marshland, calling us on. (R)

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING 
Our worship is over, but now our service begins. We are called to go and live God’s love
in the world.
We go in faith and in hope to feed Christ’s sheep and care for Christ’s lambs.
Go in peace, and may the love of God embrace us, the compassion of Christ challenge us, and the Holy Spirit guide us.
Amen.

EXTINGUISH THE CHRIST CANDLE

SENDING SONG – Go Now in Peace
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know he will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there filling you with love.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.

All in One Gratitude Sunday | Worship Service 5
© 2025 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike Licence. To view a copy of this licence, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/deed.en.
Reflection based on Diana Butler Bass Grateful: The Transforming Power of Giving Thanks, (Harper One, 2018), p. 29. Used with permission.
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